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THE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF CANADA 


Registered Religious & Charitable Organization - Revenue Canada Reg. No. 11895-842-RROO] 
10865 Bayview Avenue, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4S 1M1 Canada 
Tel: 905 883 9109 Fax: 905 883 9834 
www.htrh.ca / hindutemplerichmondhill.ca e mail:admin@htrh.ca 





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 





On behalf of our Board, it gives me a great pleasure to welcome you all to the most important 
celebration our temple has hosted in its over 30-year existence. It is a rare and gratifying celebration of our 
growth and the fitting grand finale of series of events held in our temple. The maha kumbabishekam of the 
three Rajagopurams built with total devotion and dedication of all our devotees and volunteers is indeed a 
historic event for our community. 


At this moment, | cannot but reminisce on several things of the past — the land we bought in the 
early eighties with tall grasses, the gentle ravine which runs perennially, the struggle of our founders to 
raise $160,000 to buy the land by mortgaging their own homes, the first installation of Ganesha idol in 
a trailer, the construction of the temple with sweat and toil of the volunteers, the kumbabishekams, the 
annual festivals, the kavadis, the suran pors, the buying of additional lands, - these are well captured in 
the pages that follow. | salute all the past and present volunteers, trustees, devotees, priests, staff and 
their families for their tireless efforts and contributions over the years. We have refrained from mentioning 
names when we recount history lest we forget some but everyone knows the true contribution of our past 
leaders. Today we have an impressive structure, stronger governance, and financial strength not to boast 
but humbly pray to the Gods to help us persevere for more accomplishments in the future. 


In growing, we have generally adhered to our Vedic and agama traditions in the conduct of our 
pujas and festivals and the structure we have initiated have become the models for others to follow. The 
community support and appreciation are immense in making this a “big” temple and a heritage center in 
Richmond Hill. 


The celebration of the maha Kumbabishekam too will follow the same traditions and we have 
scheduled a number of pujas, abishekams, chanting of Vedas, slokas, pancha puranams, pasurams, 
music, dance to make this an event to remember for a long time. 

On behalf of our Board, let me thank each and every one who have contributed to the temple and 


have visited us over the years for their unstinted support. 


R. K. Moorthy, President 
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AoW Amwobs 30 AAoIGSeHSSIO Cwowurt ame SrovgHH|Coo HoorGQuynd We pssluwonsorGsymy 
Gator AABE CHAD Aomoloroomjuyio ABHatousoy souulony snjurs ougCoupudles  laoyd 
WANLPF Aus] Cppoor. 


THs) Sow ouonjeAmw ogGHADUMOYO owmmsulleond, Wasa sjpsjtHoayid BpoowdHlod pomrOumid Wats 
QUMHADOIO Oth 2FF HSYoITGW. ALoowl) usSHTHollorgHid, AHtoo1rjfasMorwo pag cpwupA#uilsrmaynd 
ATUUSOMUVsrmaynd por Gugid Od apom Syregcaryjgmaetst war GouUMACaqgsiwd 2 cooromwwTsGo srwos) 
SHH OOH SNS ple pourslpsy. 


DHF FHATIUHHO WHA PUMAGO S_PHHHTO Hspoayaonor GBI mwosd BHdsH Upiqgualladomo. orsoriid|aHerleod 
AQHA Moni h YBUBOBSEH Lot UTHSUULL BHtovol, UHwW LIT AdOMG uty ApBw ama, 160,000 Otmovy 
HTN MTHAGUH BE FUAGBHIS ANATOISTHAHTSHM UWL HoQLHSCHiW ADBSIG Hhidot Osmbs oliGsHonor 
FH MUHHOW, UpHor apHoolo pruasfior ®thasFAmevomu ourasorciumsdluiloo Blagiailucmw, Oimovort ipaor oor 
Algor 2Bonipliilorsd SALowwd Hgawiue tomo, EGwouMiMCagaswd, oH ms MiprHsHcit, Hrouqgaort, Gor Guns, 
CHayld Stoolsot Oatstroioiay srotucl QHM THA UMW UdSHdoMoo olfoamrs olordSHiu Gooror. HL HHHMV, 
HSPHt6 OHAtor foot, MApasStoucvy soouulornpsot, ubHJHoT, GiHhdbHoaTt, HayowoojHor wWBHBUW Hopson 
GGwWUHHMHot FHUHAGN Hayao ApoIrrno1iGHsatod AwjTH OHtoo#ngwarHoytd, ATUUDMIYsSH THY 
prot Ajo HAMPHAHACBo. aNHATH OH Noro’ uTjHOewCurs OQuujamors GBH moe olGous 
CHIDDW THA (HAUCMITULD ML Gola Frid) oToTBCUMHIYILd (HTD sDoUClour(HoudHid skLOoH! (LPootsotrreit enovouif ert 
Aswiyjowror SAjtucomticou sapGBGamod. Qo wmd 2 mdlwror Hiyoursapid, QuraHerrsry oayeyid Clasirooor 
WITH) OHBSACwmd sromdsy YyHps#luodoo orssBCurslayud oHljarodsdland Cwaynd orombdlupg Blsmpeusoll 
QUES (HSMOIISMU Liddlayt_ot Coucnorigd ClameitaslGpsm. 
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TWH) MONTES SrovHHlorCursH, Lyonegasit, allipracdet, MH\JwOoTo1r AcmwoliydHolod HM Homrcuiig HHIoubys 
Cad, APLDW (Ps BHT OOOH sfonsorCwm(mwd NooruBMRWD ousnauilod dh CpsoiGormqurs  HAcomwbHl 
ALL GI. QucHiwerrailed sods FAPSAHSDariflor QAFIOWUYI, MAjHToyid Bou ApouudhomsH “Oufw Camraioorsoyi” 
HlswooramMled ugGAHulsr uh Horssry Glomoowmmntsoy id 2 Chords) ol 1 gy. 


WaT GouMIGags oaliprayd OoronAulGvCu Aaroot nm iuGadeor, OpGmaMOoHAABE Ploncoraled usa) 
AIBEW osooroornots woocCam meget, SuiCagsmiaet, Cos unpmucoold, KCooremibe, LIGHELT Moore, 
LuTaTHset, Olngsoit, HM Qumbeit orotic ApBtny Blbibay Horta sOQrlbomwdedeL) LiL_(Getterrsor. 

Ajons sFoouuloiy SFiJUT rot @HAot Qouour(hahagid HUH MBHoowuHH GSTS Apoorrmo1GH HroowrHs 


ODM SFAUISs HHH MHATBG BATAMBEOb, SQSHIOPUIBESwW Hao Hoh VafaldalorCpoor. 


R. K. apis, ssoneveniy 
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PRIME MINISTER: PREMIER MINISTRE 


August 27, 2017 


Dear Friends: 


I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone 
attending the Kumbabishekam ceremony hosted by the Hindu 
Temple Society of Canada. 





This event, during which Vedic and Agama rituals for universal welfare and peace 
are performed, 1s a wonderful occasion for members of the Hindu Temple Society of 
Canada to come together and to celebrate your faith. | am certain that you will 
appreciate this opportunity to affirm your spirituality. 


This year, as we celebrate the 150th anniversary of Canada’s Confederation, let us 
take the opportunity to honour the many cultures, traditions and beliefs that make 
our country such a wonderful place to live. Canadians of the Hindu faith have made 
enormous contributions to our nation, and have helped make it the strong and 
diverse country it is today. 


On behalf of the Government of Canada, I offer my best wishes for a joyful 
celebration of faith and fellowship. 


Sincerely, 


The Rt. Hon. Justin P.J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
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Ontario 


Premier of Ontario - Premiére ministre de l'Ontario 


August 27, 2017 
A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER 


On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend 
warm greetings to Richmond Hill’s Hindu community as you gather for 
this Rajagopura Maha Kumbabishekam. 


Ontario is proud to be home to a flourishing Hindu community — 
whose faith reflects many rich traditions and enshrines the ideals of 
service, pursuit of wisdom and respect for all religions. 


Events such as this purification ritual embody the cultural and spiritual 
diversity that is at the core of our country and our province's identity. I 
thank the Richmond Hill Hindu Temple for hosting this gathering and 
for its commitment to providing spiritual guidance and promoting 
social engagement for Hindu families in Richmond Hill and beyond. 


Please accept my best wishes for a meaningful and joyful ceremony. 


KML. Mupr 


Kathleen Wynne 
Premier 
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@ :044-272221715 Email :--skmkanci@md3vsni.netin 


Fax :044-27224305, 372090060 - 


Sri Chandramouleeswaraya Namaha: 
Sri Sankara Bhaghavadpadacharya Paramparagatha Moolamnaya Sarvagnapeeta : 


His Hatiness Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetadhipathi 


JAGADGURU SRI SANKARACHARYA SWAMIGAL 


Srimatam Samsthanam 
No. 1, Salai Stresé, Kanchipuram - 631 502. 


Date : 17.07.2017 


SULT HILgea ocrer Guoper_n wnpet MéCorem abled cromm vale 
Gig Garceldler GbumIGass Mipr 20126 amaybd s9sGLrur wrgsid 
285 Cs§) BeOL_Gunny. O55 GbumIGagssomsy Asnrihs wb 
auras §) oS TW & tt A OWS Sloot preoGanyy, SMFWwWid 
YsUGSSHUCOS ww Wmsu GAugwuie whmb uf GeamaGre 
GuGuie MBoOwmse5se greGeny7d ydusrs Mronremlssuul Ob, 
Ghul eperm ore Canyoma@ps@w cmb Saco. wnsb 27b Ga) 
@wurulGag sb HLSSAM(HUUCNS HHS) Lis Glu flu oun et 
sHCaralsFonitaar. 


QBHs AMipr Anduns H_FCsmaqb Qs Aproa snamamHd ussitscr 
TMOMTD UMN Blenmaciler J mHet Gumab BMyspahlsAmnrser. 
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VIKAS RATNA SIVASRI. K. PITCHAI GURUKKAL 
Chief Priest, Sri Karpaga Vinayakar Temple, 
Principal, Karpaga Vinayakar Veda Agama Vidhyalayam 
Founder, Sivaneri Kazhakam 
Secretary, Karpaga Vinayakar School, 
Pillayarpatti — 630207 Sivaganga District, Tamilnadu, South India. 
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alps anpun® Oigienwsslod 29 wand (pipaigid sroamiiGslngy. 
a5 CuraGe apmHese, Spwred onflun@senbd SpsCarulosenw allflsgy 
amtigena. ot 2Gnflés sar pILiga UMsmeuland YyspQumm 
alerigGbd pepb Gr.rGgreiGir. Bag Guflu GCanuiled “fléwexn anil” 
AGUS Bomouragd alenwgd. OF, Maia  ghenwiwiuTl Het 
orient S10 Si. B55\HSCarulloded Gait dlmpoiipr 2 erent Lied 
Soilipraamenuyd snes BDsdmHeCaruie  dFoprunbsw1Gb.DsveG 
(pid GbumiiGegensled Big Qonoms  wHirésaiteont ayo, 
Osrean_isae,_aybd uniGahy uel Geuiges Gugpmnuwts aH gielCmat. 
Sheoub  epam  gre_Ganyymacpret asbigone  ailenmGibd HDs! 
“flenest_andics” 2,e0uitd 27.08.2017 @ibumiGagawb Fmcnyer tlayp 2 eens; 
ADS Boneuhy wasps. sear, Gewet oor. SHianagnge 
Cribs ginadgs GuGWseonaGgb 2 aad (pipagud amipbd ussGamg 
QupnHnésopaGnb wy prwai, wy apse, wy GemarcrgQeaug) wmpid 
ufleung Gsuieuiiaenid caer pecisemenuid emf anpmie  GCouesng 
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Ph: 0091 (0)4577-264275. H/P: 00919443362320 / 9842462320 
Website: www.pitchaianna.com / e-mail: pitchaianna@gmail.com 
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ClorCL roo FroauCHF QHH) DLHWO HomMod Hoorssny H\Mlosoortp 
MODERN INTERNATIONAL HINDU AGAMIC CULTURAL ARTS ORG. 
Estd: 1965 Head office: Chunnakam, Sri Lanka Reg. No: GA2352 


“FlouTSWGhTONFTHIL” “AHHMHHUTADI” “FourwWorll Houroor” 


99 66 


“Hage mF \Cyrosrws FETA” LrdLit Flounf pr.Csrormahrd GHhihsHHor 


(‘fours a Coorgar” Ojrmoanryr uf opAHHollorwuiast Caoucrdsitood) 


(PUGUGmb AjreCaryy wamrewurTulCags oilipt Ambs 
FTOUFTHS FloursFsniruiipfien BAFlujooy 


AMATHAIOVS YSNOUBB Hott GFW aMlod QHA) Seow ont BOwfsatalCeoCwu vipomwmonwsyHs 
LIGUGD (paABCarleotss HatpamsH Donoomhw BVout. QHG® BDO! Hi MBHHTWIMIBM 
ADTHA QA FIpPSHAHlUo worms hiagD ombud Fomgésntutget wl UTFsFrtwstseoornreo 
HLISHFUCUBH ohodbored  OQbHSHorTHW HiUOiprsot wr Guile) aniibs! CGHaymag Woenevtwiremp 
Sootw Curawp vuosTUUL Clomplaononts Cumuatsenbd AAG obs! oPUTGBsonon DB BlouAHIL oot 
AVWNHAHS 2 PFO O UUM FHS UaMBMMset DonoHH OULD UAGUBMBL WWoorent_oomHa 
ATONU(GH BA). HUTS FOIBABASTot FOU, AGHULOME Fon  (UpHovritoroumwilaywd  obHoils 
UTGUTG MAH) Donoohbgqw Q_wNSGHD 2 WICHTSAGRL oH Donoso GFWUGHUGUHoTEd USA Tabor 
OUTPOULLAAD HoaGatont Hetepoord DBLVUAD(HUUMasT Wa CHTASWITGOYW ABUUTHYd Hoops jb) 
CHT DPSHLAMIW oUFHSEHL MW MNHHapyA. QSCarrilovdier epory GHdOUTCaASmovoimHIsononds 
HPNADHOYD (lPsron sai wy) HLTHASOUSDOMLW HNWFHATUUHOD DON UDID DBHDTUSotHEMHW WAM EHLD 
AUN HD HAHAHUUMS NFbHSAUISAWGWAS HHS Qonmudhonns CurbwuasACwor. QHwretosmy wf 
MTAKH MHTUISHSES WG QproGaryjw AowHHA (HHH QSCaralviled HBCU) (spHBUIGUCMHLiOT ay) Go 
QUGMTEHSHD OG QoreCaryjmset HirwtromlSasUOUBH “PUGUmD QjreCarryjasemsGwW 27-08-2017 
EHTUIBBSHPOWWTH AhSHL Horotym |G oipt Mofomswrs Honor Gums Hoot cvuTroiHAHIJoion ss. 
Qs5nou Ufanmmiaos lpwat FATSHWOTH wf o7ASS olloTwSU Cu@mwrayse 1008 Bove 
BCaxsupid wpe wfF wpmaeuGumworamde 108 sour BUCagsapb wwe uf Carallbsoregu 
GQuGWIEhSe 108 sos S1ICogsapb HoOL_GUBAGUUFHoMTEd DBono1hs BUCage & vwhseMeyw 
QuGbAeNTo UdSHTSot UNCER onsuled HianmadésHlot Qapagqbonn  CuwGlasrovsg GUUS 
UITT GFSUSHPWHTGW. BpouwHH on FpuTsFmPusit Moves bwouy FFousspsAD Cleguigregr 
HAMUTHMST NHUSMOTHA ClPSTG) WABTMUTHFTONVAS HoONAHASMWITE GVouClouTor MILO LIGhF Govorl_(Hlds(ThL_ 6d 
AMDWSSUUL FBUTGSoM HOLOUBGHuUHHAoHBH. OHH AOVUWHH Od OHtoILtHorle DHOCUGeEh Cronou 
HAOWUTFF HG  D_MIdJov ovo Wir oytd ADSHAWTOUAWUOTSoYo MlormidoahABA. want GwuMi|Cag 
SW ARUYBR MEedHOh WsHarseritw Kova DoySATABHSAL oH BDSHloo 2 vSU YSHOuBws 
FTUFTHHF FHETOUTHH lotomomwumiurig ‘arodysor” Flowf coset. wl. Vsoose Hoursasnfwmploor 
HAH oo HASPAMGHUUHIQD Qh HonlFF GUL otorov4rw. JBoluiHAH Viton DomsosHH) Aosta eri 
ULL TF SFTTUITSOHW UPL Foot PHAM PUL] HOLD Vovsuronraeit. Cay Hoott_ Talo HAGW Cou Hon\BLooroo1t Bort 
Lov FWA! FoOAwTsoHot oHAHbHA HIG Hod WTSLnHwosoilonCumHwd FAHNTCoudH LTP TWSvImeit 
Caal wants FUHewsS) UNTTTWooMmdoell, FaMooPHTLO LIMPTWSMIMmlot, AHH LPoOBUMPMUsvo1 ld o0w4 
AM WUOTUBHAWAH UTMTMUIHAHsT, QRouwBwBi oir QesrailongsF HlHPO|HEHiW (Hrorvouy Hollod wMmlBor Qiong HOrhw 
Qoob GHW HIHAHd [HiWEMwd  HlonomaAororlortoos. Gudwiet CaryyséS ot BHiouUTUCAgS 
FIOUFTHHAITD HOH) H_YSHW HOWANIYSHO & flu “urehayrHgrSw mMAouto” “UgpHoagrmA#|Cposooool” 
UIFLoTest Ul.crord. ONT HITEU UL LTFEMTUITT (PsN GHOUTUICHAZSHSMoNUCUTAG! DigGwaDit_oot Qonovor 5A! 
AOTHAS AMOUHMMULO HLAIHHHAATOM HUD UGH WHlponod BHHhuUHMHW. slovevtibocvoo wf 
MFAHD MBTMUISI Ouihworoer HAlhouthortod (PUGUGmd QyreoGaryjHiaome GH pipse oMoiold [Hooll 
AMSHLOW HflFord GFWULD DonwjHH UHHATHOHDARD FoO|Foro Cus HSH Clhorpey Dlomt_dHorylp 
QorrorhayyNu UprrHAH HH HhovorAgsonns CHfallsslCmon. 
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# 38, 5th Cross, Jayanagar Varaprada Sri Venkateshwara Devastana S.V. Temple, P. O. Box. 17280 
7th Block, Bangalore-560 082. Devagiri, Banashankari 2nd Stage Pittsburgh, P.A. 15235.U.S.A. 
india. Phone : 91-80-6769527 Bangalore-560 070. Phone : 6919703 Phone : 412-374-9210 





To Hindu Temple Richmond Hill Board of Trustee . 


10865 Bayview Ave, Richmond Hill, ON L4S 1M1, Canada 


This is Varadaraj Bhattar (Pancharatratra Vidwan Agam Shiromani Devagiri 
Venkateswar Pradhan Archak Temple. Banshankari 2™ stage Bangalore India. 


RajaGopurum kumbabishekam On Aug 27 2017. 


Form the Lord Venkatewara blessing the Rajagopura kumbabishekam should be in Grand successfully. 
You have invited me to this function, | am very happy you are inviting me. | started my work in Pittsburg 
temple since 1983, | have done 3 kumbabishekam,Koti Kumka Archan , sahasra kalasabhishekam , and 
Many more, | have did service all over USA and Canada. 


The first puja | did at your temple was on Vijaydashmi Pradishta for Ustvam murthy Venkateshwar 
permul. 


Then in 1992 | did Venkatewshwar Mool vigrha Permumala and Thayar , Andal, Pradishtapnam | had 
come with my father MRSK Bhattacharya Agam Vidwan TTD. 


Viman Gopurma kumbabishekam ,12 Year once Agam | have come 3 times, For many more Homam | 
have come to your Temple. Since the temple was built till now you invited me for the Service. . 


The Board of Trustee, Gurkal, and P Gopal Bhattar, and Srilankan and Indian Devotees and 
Venkatraman , and Murthy. You all have made this temple very well with Agama Shastra and shivagam 
and Vaishnava agama. | Pray for the lord to shower his Blessing to Board of Trustee and Family. 


Mangal Shubam 


B.S Varadaraj Bhattar (585-200-9345) 


C Vesids'e Ab 
6 von BF 
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KlFwsoLamic Aho NPHO GiHHHotlor WAFS) 


“CDaoIsMwWGstoT OFouhH] Mlorh HH 2ovHOlwosvsvmid” sory ord aHHDloorimis Bloom 
DOSOMOMHIGD UTIPWW OFUNSG) HOWHACHABA UMA BA! HHA ooMBuNSo SHoorr Mourn 
HIN OFoTHoMot Qu PWBAUTE Amos SIOUBG orwOH! MBléwoooradicd Bjsy 
HoOUTos! DG YodOuugHa oumpslorwe wbHerllotr FLOW Usoo#rum |G 2 coorijayaooon 
MTTHD! WTUMTULD Hooomtpolood HHUGBHSH) outhAHloorwBH!. 





Ws) Honed, HooTssIgw, UsorutmG wroCw Found saApHHoroutrsGo A Hs+lorpoor. 
AFoiToAtot “CHruled Qledvoor sampled GiqulHHH GCousvore md” oreo) Hid eypsmg wy 
Fn MGlUforron mig. Hsdw, opolsdsiu Arum, olgsH onflurGseemwo Apuurs 
HOLOUBBION (HID std BhouUdHHlod ASTD oudHHtTBCure AMksOuTapgH spaHorCou 
MBS Qumwronleor ADjpregGsryjwd YyorpHTOTod CFU, WNdHHH QUuCmwTD HW, 
QumWTEHSaqdoD YH AjregGarygmact HjotonlserQuBm wououaH. AjregGaayyg 
GWuTWNCaqsw DA,sordt_ wrgHw 1lid pret (27.08.2017) eHrulBmisalipmw poor Oud) wBH. 
Dio BoudHonH Bou HlfourdHl Hot, QHTOL THN, UHH BHGUTTHSM DBonooroa (Hw sooty 
Pri ALGWIoOUvUSNHeT OFWH) HMHHH PororgiG OudHolwotrd BHrooor olGrwsl 
QuUdWratlaor HA (HUHEHW, HHH EHW Corsoorg hooorhasst gh) BtonwsloorCwoor. 


HUW D| 


HHT Crsnouuiled 
Fairs FHHlom HAl(Hersoor uMGFS GHHSHoI 
Hoout WNTHwW Gb. 
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Sriman P. Gopala Bhattar 


302 Redstone Road, Richmond Hill ON L4S 2V6, Mobile: 647 283 1237 email: gopalabatta@yahoo.com 








Sri Ramajeyam 


1 August, 2017 


Dear All, 


I am delighted to extend my greetings and best wishes to all those taking part in the 
Maha Kumbabishekam of our Temple. As per Temple Agahama Sastra, once in every 12 
years redecorations and rededicate the murthis with Maha Kumbabishekam. 


On this auspicious occasion, I wish to thank the Board of Trustees and the temple 
management for their contribution, tireless work and sincere dedication to make this 
consecration of our Temple in a grand manner and fulfilling the spiritual desire of 
devotees and religious requirements of the Hindu community. 


I came from a family of Priests from Bangalore, India, studied Paancharatra Aagamam 
and Veda in Bangalore and did my further studies in Mysore Sanskrit college. Before 
migrating to Canada I was served as a Priest in Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Temple 
and Sri Rama Temple in Bangalore. I have joined in this prestigious and oldest Temple 
in North America on 24 August 1991, coincidently it was the Kumbabishekam year. 
With the Grace of the Lord Venkateswarar this is my 4th Kumbabishekam in this 
heavenly Temple. 


With the Grace of Lord Venkateswarar, I bless everyone those participating in this 
Kumbabishekam celebration to have a peaceful, healthy and happy life forever. 


Sriman P. Gopala Bhattar 


(Paancharatra Aagama Praveena Vidwan) 
Chief Priest for Vaishnavite 
HTSC, Richmondhill 





CD CO EL CL 
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RICHMOND HILL 


INCORPORATED 1873 





Mayor Dave Barrow 
Town of Richmond Hill 


MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 


On behalf of the Members of Council for the Town of Richmond Hill, it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to the Richmond Hill Hindu Temple for the celebration 
of the Special Festival of Kumbhabhishekham. 


Kumbhabhishekham is a consecration (purification) ceremony performed every 
twelve years in temples. | am proud and grateful to live in a Town that respects 
cultures and traditions from around the world. Richmond Hill is blessed with a 
rich diversity of ethnic cultures, faiths and celebrations. It is our intention to 
embrace all cultures and share in your traditions and celebrations. 


Thank you to the organizing committee for all of your wonderful work in 
organizing these very special festivities and for continuing to support and 
enhance the lives of others in our community. 


Yours very truly, 


(BEE 


= Ss 
Dave Barrow 


Mayor , AT 
“Kiclmond Hi 
Office of the Mayor | 225 East Beaver Creek Road, Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3P4 
905 771 2493 | dave.barrow@richmondhill.ca | RichmondHill.ca 
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HousE OF COMMONS 
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES 
CANADA 


Gary Anandasangaree 
Member of Parliament 


scarborouech— Rouge Par! 


ime 


August 27", 2017 


Greetings from Gary Anandasangaree 


Member of Parliament for Scarborough-Rouge Park, Toronto, Canada 


I would like to extend my heartfelt greetings to the Hindu Temple Society of Canada in marking its 
Kumbabishekam. 


The Hindu Temple Society of Canada has served the Saivite people of the Greater Toronto Area for over 4 
decades. It has become the centre of spiritual reflection, prayers, and gatherings for generations of worshippers 
who find strength and peace through the many rituals practiced at the temple. This historical milestone represents 
a new beginning for the temple. It is a result of many years of planning, fundraising, and execution. 


On a personal note, Harini and I, cherish our many visits to the temple and it sits as a reminder of the power of 
community and its ability to come together for a greater purpose. This is a value that was instilled to us by my 
father-in-law, the late N. Sivalingam, and it is a value that we pass to our children, Bairavi and Sahana. 


Thank you to the many volunteers, board members, funders, and worshippers for your contribution to the temple. 


Yours very truly, 


Bresets 


Gary Anandasangaree 
Member of Parliament 
Scarborough-Rouge Park 


Ottawa . Constituency Office 


Room 1110, The Valour Building, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 ae 3600 Ellesmere Road - Unit 3, Scarborough, Ontario, M1C 4Y8 
Tel.: 613-992-1351 Fax.: 613-992-1373 . bet Tel.: 416-283-1414 
Gary.Anand@parl.ge.ca Gary.Anandasangaree.C1@parl.ge.ca 


Hine nnneeeetu necesita iioiteneieneniananeemteceiiinniveinecievieneeiniieiieneieeeanieeiitaneievevieenjeineneneeeciieoneneidveeeeieeiieneieetieenenenneneiiinieseeieieianiieeaeesieniiveveee eeaeceseiietaeavieieansieicearaieeiievatate venetian vicnen aaa A ANN 
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House OF COMMONS 
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES 
CANADA 





Majid Jowhari : 
Member of Parliament : 
RICHMOND HILL = 


August 27, 2017 


Greetings from Majid Jowhari, MP 


As the Member of Parliament for Richmond Hill, 1 am honoured to present my greetings to all 
those participating in the Rajagopura Maha Kumbabishekam at the Hindu Temple Society of 
Canada. 


This memorable event marks an important milestone in the history of the Hindu community in 
Richmond Hill. With the completion of much needed improvements, the addition of 3 
Rajagopurams, and an aesthetic overhaul to the communal prayer space; this million dollar 
investment will serve well to strengthen the Hindu community in Richmond Hill. 


I would like to personally thank all the volunteers and donators for the works they have 
contributed towards the competition of the Temple, along with everyone involved with the 
Hindu Temple Society of Canada. Today's event could not have happened without your 
dedication and financial support. | commend your efforts, and look forward to five fun-filled 
days of festivities. 


= 


Cie ) 
Majid SJowhar, MR 


Richmond Hill 








Constituency Office: 9140 Leslie St., Unit 407, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 0A9 
Telephone: 905-707-9701 Fax 905-707-9705 Email Majid.Jowhari@parl.gc.ca 
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LEONA ALLESLEV,MP 


AURORA - OAK RIDGES - RICHMOND HILL 


Dear Friends, 
It is a privilege to send greetings as you come together to for the Rajagopura Maha Kumbabishekam. 


Today we recognize the incredible contributions the Hindu Temple Society of Canada has made in our 
local communities. Since the temple’s consecration in 1983, the Hindu Temple Society of Canada in 
Richmond Hill has grown into an organization that provides important religious, social, cultural and 


educational activities to the community. 


In this year of Canada’s 150" anniversary of Confederation, we unite as Canadians to imagine a vision — 
a big bold vision — of what our country can become. | would like to thank the Hindu Temple Society of 
Canada for being a part of this vision. Your dedication to provide important services not only 
strengthens ties in our communities, but also works build our country for next 150 years. As you come 
together to celebrate the completion of the three Rajagopurams, | wish you continued growth, peace 


and prosperity. 
Best wishes for a spectacular day of festivities! 


Sincerely, 


Line hha 


LEONA ALLESLEV, MP 
Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill 


PHONE NUMBER EMAIL 
905.773.8358 Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca 


dee. CONSTITUENCY OFFICE ee WEBSITE 


12820 YONGE ST. suite 202, LeonaAlleslevMP.ca 
RICHMONDHILL, ON L4E4H1 
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Dr. HELENA JACZEK, MPP 
Oak Ridges-Markham 


Dear Friends, 


On behalf of the Government of Ontario, it is my privilege to welcome you 
to the Richmond Hill Hindu Temple to celebrate Rajagopura Maha 
Kumbhabhishekham Puja. 


This rare opportunity for you to attend this ceremony is an excellent way to 
participate at the temple with renewed dedication. The commitment of 
many members of the community is reflected in the construction of your 
temple now nearing completion. 


| would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the many generous sponsors, 
the event organizers and volunteers who worked tirelessly to ensure this 
event was a SUCCESS. 


Congratulations to the Richmond Hill Hindu Temple for hosting this 
wonderful event. | hope everyone enjoys the ceremony. 


Sincerely, 

< ie ae ee \ 

i x Ss SA, > 
CO 


Dr. Helena Jaczek, MPP 
Oak Ridges-Markham 





Constituency Office 
137 Main Street North, Suite 204, Markham, ON L3P 1Y2 
Tel 905-294-4931 | Fax 905-294-0014 | Toll Free 1-866-531-9551 | Email hjaczek.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
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Canada Selvamalai Pillaiyar Hindu Society 


2. 
FlQuLDUWILD 


MéwentLatiie Sbs Canalo Sone Canyp wan GwunilGagsw OpHemt wnsw 2017M4u) ApeosG 
23 - 27 dladlscflo HeoLaumalGiusms Osflaiiusie prmaet Wlaeay.d WaLPFAWYLD, AUdbewLoUyLD 
AanetéleatCmnw. 665 Spore Canyp Hpwneonthos5s GUSH SnouuGHulld Siig (QuUUasSoUG Qdb 
SOUT SHUWOe. SH5 OSHSE/WFOS MHEG DUH 57a) WOM umasefliy, Asmpleonenpaeet, 
LSSTSET, HSPAMENP SET, STWSPHSHN soou 2 Miuvlopase, Ganaileo Aeunéenflect, uL_néenpflaeet wm Mid 
AsreonLfaeeiea I5paiean S55 Sone Canypy Hpwnensens HleonmCam Mules qpewng. aillGagewnes 
ASTUNLTSeflest SQLHSEhSH WSSU uso APWOMsSehLeat Sms Apiuesiiyea S55 Sone 
CanypHpwrens Amst 2 FZoaileou: CMOS SeMoeadhs Gd Horm) saislGmnw. 


865 Sone Canyp GiduriGas emaivaid Canale Hpanadsslorgid, AHneooiL_ifseflorgiw OL spa|_oor 
HOLAUNMIAT QUdOWSHMNWOSMd oil_wiiomGw. 


“HOLDEN [HEOOTEOOINT HG [Hod ooofleoi py HG ededeot 
seowleoct Cup smHeper”. 


Croasefw OsMevo_p ser 
OéweodLamle Shs O,eowd 


We are pleased to announce the Rajagopura Maha Kumbabhishekam of Richmond Hill Hindu Temple, 
which is occurring from August 23rd to August 27th 2017. 


Completing the construction of the Rajagopuram would not have been successful without the cooperation 
and contributions by the workers, devotees, well wishers, priests, board of trustees and the volunteers. 
We would like to thank all the volunteers who have put their time and effort into supporting and helping 
out with the construction. It is our greatest pleasure and privilege to be apart of the Rajagopura Maha 
Kumbabhishekam. We hope the Lord will bless everyone with good health, happiness and prosperity. 


Sincerely, 
Richmond Hill Hindu Temple Volunteers 


10865 Bayview Avenue, Richmond Hill, ON. L4S 1M1 Canada csphindusociety@gmail.com 


21-08-2017 
Monday 


22-08-2017 
Tuesday 


23-08-2017 
Wednesday 


24-08-2017 
Thursday 


25-08-2017 
Friday 
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Vinayagar and Murugan 


Rajagopura Kumbabisheka Event Schedule 
Monday August 21- Sunday August 27, 2017 


4:00 PM 


8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 


1:00PM 


4.00 PM 


7.00PM 


8:00AM 


1:00PM 
5:00PM 


6:30AM 


1:00PM 
5:00PM 


6:30AM 


1:00PM 


Total Solar Eclipse Pirayachitha Abishekam 
Sankalpam, Ganapathy Pooja, Anugnai 


Sankalpam, Ganapathy Pooja, Special Thiraviya Homam 
Ganapathy and Navagraha Kalasa Pooja, 

Homam, Poornahuthi, 

Abishekam, Pooja in all the Altars, 

Prasaatham 

Vaasthu Saanthi, Kirama Saanthi, 

Miruthsangrahanam, Saayaratchai 

Pooja in all the Altars 

Vinayagar1008 Special Kadasthapana Pooja, Yaga Pooja, 
Homam, 1st- Session Poornahuthi, Dneepa Aarathanai, 
Prasaatham 


Sankalpam, Anugnai, Vinaayagar Pooja, 

Yaga pooja, 1008 Vinayaga Kalasa Pooja, 

Homam, 2nd- Session Poornahuthi, 

Dheepa Aarathanai , Prasaatham. 

Sankalpam, Vinayagar Pooja, Yaga Pooja, 

1008 Vinayaga Kalasa Pooja, Vishesha Thiraviya Homam, 
3rd Session Poornahuthi, 

Dheepa Aarathanai , Prasaatham 


Vinayagar Chathurthi Fasting Day 

Abishekam in all Altars, Maha Sankalpam by the Sponsors, 
1008 Vinayaga Kalasa Pooja, Homam, 

4th-Session Maha Poornahuthi, Dheepa Aarathanai, 
Pradhaana Kumbha Veedhi Procession, 

1008 Vinayagar Kalasa Abishekam, 

Special Pooja, Dneepa Aarathanai, Panchamuga Archanai, 
Prasaatham 

Special Abishekam for Vinayagar, Pooja, 

108 Murugan Kalasa Pooja, Important 

Kadasthapana Dheepa Aarathanai, 

Vasantha Mandapa Pooja, Swami Veedhi Procession, 
Prasaatham 

Abishekam in all Altars, Pooja, Sankalpam, 

Vinayagar Worship, Punyaha Vaachanam, 

108 Murugan Kalasa Abisheka Kumbha Pooja , 

Skanda Homam, Special Pooja, Thiraviya Abishekam, 
Pradhaana Kumbha Veedhi Procession, 

Prasaatham 

Theertha Sankirakanam, Special Pooja. 


25-08-2017 
Friday 


26-08-2017 
Saturday 


27-08-2017 
Sunday 
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4:00PM 


6:30AM 


5:00PM 


9:00PM 


5:00AM 


8:30AM 


4:00PM 
6:00PM 
8:30PM 


Sankalpam, Vinayagar Worship, 

Punyaha Vaachanam, Anguraarppanam, 
Rakshabanthanam, Deepa Lakshmi Pooja (ladies), 
Vishesha Saanthi, Pradhaana Kumbha Alangaram, 
Yagasalai Piraveysam, Kalasa Sthapanam, Yaga 
Pooja, Agni Pooja, Sri Rudra Mahanyasa Parayanam 
(Vedic chanting- Sri Balakrishna Sastrigal and 
members of Brampton Vedic Group),Poornahuthi, 
Dheepa Aarathanai, Veda Sthothra Thirumurai 
Thiviyaprapantham Paarayanam, 

Aaseervaatham 


Abishekam in all Altars 

Pooja, Sankalpam, Vinayagar Worship, 

Punyaha Vaachanam , Special Saanthi Yaga Pooja, 
Aaseervatham 

Appreciation of Sthapathy/Achari with Sambavana, 
Rajagopura Kalasa Sthapanam 


Sankalpam, Punyaha vaachanam, Vishesha 

Saanthi, Yaga Pooja, Special Thiraviya Abishekam, 
Devi Mahathmiya Sapthasathy - 

Lalitha Sahasranamam and Lalitha Thrisathy chanting 
(Mrs. Akila and Mr. Raghu with members of Bhaskara 
Prakasha Ashram), 

Poornahuthi, Special Pooja, Vetham 

Thirumurai Pasuram Parayanam, 

Aaseervatham 


Abishekam in all Altars, Pooja, 

Sankalpam, Punyaha Vaachanam, 

Yaga Pooja, Maha Poornahuthi, 

Special Pooja, Veda Sthothra Thirumurai 

Pasuram Parayanam, 

Aaseervatham, 

Procession of Prathana Kalasams 

Vinayagar Rajakopura Kumbabhisekam 

Moolavar Vishesha Pooja 

Murugan Rajagopura Kumbabisekam 

Perumal Rajkopura Kumbabishekam 

Acharya Sambavanai, Honouring VIP’s, Sponsors, 
Trustees, and other key contributors 

Murugan, Valli, Thevasana Kalyanam 

Perumal, Laksmi Kalyanam 

Vasantha Mandapa Pooja for Vinayagar, 

Murugan and Perumal with Processions, Magalam, Subam 
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Brief Summary of Perumal Kumbabishekam Pooja Schedule 
August 21-27, 2017 


Date Time Details 
21-08-2017 4:00PM Total Solar Eclipse Pirayachitha Thirumanjanam 
Monday Invocation Prayer for Vishvaksena Aradanam, Anugnai 
22-08-2017 8:00AM Invocation Prayer for Vishvaksena Aradanam, Anugnai 
Tuesday 
23-08-2017 8:00AM Invocation Prayer for Vishvaksena Aradanam,; Anugnai 
Wednesday 5:00PM Invocation Prayer for Vishvaksena Aradanam, Anugnai 
24-08-2017 8:00AM Sri Bhagavat Piraththanai, Vishvaksena Aradanam 
Thursday Vaasudeva Punyaha Vaachanam, 


Uttsava Moorthy Alangara Thirumanjanam, 
Inside Procession, Thiruvarathanai, Divya Prabhandham , 
Beginning of Parayana. 

5:300M Temple Prathashnam, Maha Sankalpam, 
Bhagavat Piraththanai, Vishvaksena 
Aarathanai, Vaasudeva Punyaha vaachanam, 
Acharya Rithvik Varunam, Rakshabanthanam, 
Miruthsangrahanam, Yaga Saalai Piraveysam, 
Thuvaara Aarathanai, Anguraarppana 
Homam, Soma Kumba Aarathanai, 
Anguraarppana Kalasathyvasam, Thiviya 
Prapandham Paarayanam, Rajagopura 
Kalasa Jalaathi Vaasam 


25-08-2017 8:00AM Thiruvaarathanam, Vaasudeva Punyaha 

Friday vaachanam, Thiviya Prapandham 
Paarayanam, Thuvaarathanai, Maha Kumba 
Aarathanai, Thaanyathi Vasam, Vaasthu 
Homam (Raja Gopuram) 

5:30PM Thiruvaarathanai, Vaasudeva Punyaha 

Vaachanam, Thiviya Prapandha Paarayanam 
Moorthy Homam, Sutharsana Homam, 
Ramataraka Homam, 108 Kalasa Sthapanam, 
Maha Mangalarthi 


26-08-2017 8:00AM Vaasudeva Punyaha Vaachanam, 
Saturday Thiviya Prapandha Paarayanam, 
Kalasa Aarathanai, Moorthy 
Homams, Maha Sutharsana Homam, Rama 
Taraka Homam, Srinivasaperumal Saththumurai, 
108 Kalasa Abishekam, Maha Poornahuthi, Luxmy Homam 
Maha Mangalarthi, 
Aseervatham. 
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Date Time Details 
26-08-2017 5:30PM Thiruaarathanai, Sayanathilaasam, 
Saturday Pushpaathivasam (Rajagopuram), Jeevathi thathvaniyasam, 


(Naadi Sandhanam), 
Gopura Parivaara Homam, Poornahuthi, 
Maha Mangalarthi, Distribution of Theertham and prasatham 


27-08-2017 5:00AM Thiruvaarathanal, Venkateswara Moola Mantra Homam, 
Sunday Purusha Suktam Homam, Sri Suktam Homam, 
Parivara Homam, 
Prayaschitha Homam, Shanthi Homam, 
Maha Poorna Ahuthi, Yathra Dnanam, 
Kalasa Uthvasanam, 
Perumal Rajagopura Kumbabishekam, 
Nivethanam, Mantra Pushpam, Mangalarthi, 
Distribution of Theertham, and prasaatham 
6:00PM Srinivasa Thirukalyanam (Perumal Lakshmi) 
in Vasantha Mandapam 
Mangalam 
Subam 





ON BTUIDS - Wp(hbos1 
QyreCamy HwuMTiGags SfutrHetod HHpssF BHyov 


21.08.2017 Shiga apdov 27.08.2017 obrutni any 


21.08.2017 Sina a iponiw 


IN/T6060 4:00. LDeD0t| L400! OHSU Aly door APTI ADI OUCAMBDO, FHIBSOULD, Hoots) Lone, HjadI)Hon (oh 


22.08.2017 Agora sips 





&HIT6D)OVD 8:00 LED FMHMHSOOULD, Hoots) Loner, MEI Hlponlus Canzreowd, 
HlTod00 9:00 LHoeD0I HOOT) [HbA HOOF hone, CAMBIO Ly ovo], HUCaA*HD, FHOO FHAAH Boog Lyons 
LpIT60)60. 1:00 LD6001 IJ OTHLD OLPIHIG Goo 
LOT 6DOD 4:00 LOGDdI UNTO! IMD), HPL FTTH), HATH HOOD, FHOO FHHAHMEVID FTUITL oF Lyooeg 
LOIT60)60 7:00. D600 OH TU) LOO8 MBI HooIrGTACaQD HL oA! Loo, WIT LponeQ, Gamo, 1-LD BHMTEO Lpiy ovort GH Hs! 
HL HIM AH Oooo, MPMI, 
23.08.2017 typdsoor Bipowiw 
HITED6D 8:00 L600! FTHKDOOLID, HEOKdOOGh, Hood) Loo, WT Lponee, LOOS Aili TUI) HOFLLne2, Camireoud, 
2-1) HTD Lh iJ ooO1IT I) 
LOITED)OU 1:00. LD6D0} HUIMPTA ODO, FATAL OLPMALod 
LITOH6V 5:00. LO6d01) FHDEOLILD, ONHMW Lpooeg, WATE Lpomer, LOOS oHTWUIAT SOI poner, aCe Hijo Canmeord 


S10 HITED LATOONT OAL, HUMPTA Cd, UJ ITHLD OLPMHLEo. 
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24.08.2017 ofuinipadaipeniw 


Hieonevd 6:30 went 


Lotened 1:00 Lost) 
Loirened 5:00 Lest 


UBTUST FHTHD) OTS Hire. SUCAZSW otodvoor FHHD HMI, 9 UWI Holes waT FHIHOOULD 

1008 AlBTWIaT Sos Lyons, GamTou, 4-1) SHrovd Ly oot GH), Ug Hiret GHLDULD OFHlousoid ouihoo 

1008 ABTWIaT SvVF BAICHZSW, NCFL Lyon, UCHF(PS HLMMIMTAHonoo1. 

HTFFooor, WJ FTL. 

MSTUD HHS UCSF HUICAGSLD, Yoneag, (P(HHot 108 SeosF HUICaQHW, TCs Sonos Hump Honor 
UF HDWSOMNLL Lon, HOUTL|] AH\uUsowd ou(hHov, USM oupricov. 


25.08.2017 Aoiatat& a ipsomiw 


Htenevd 6:30 wevoll 


LoTened 1:00 wWooot 
Lomened 4:00 Lenni) 


AHUCAGSW stovoor FHAHH DMA, Lyon2Q, FAIBOOULD, OBST OuLPUITG, oot ouFoortd, 
(PHSAT 108 SF FUCHS, GWU Lyon, SHH Camo, ICFL lyons, Hiatus SUICaZHwd, 
Ug HTot GWU AHHlousord awMHHv, HTH FIST Sood, NCFL Lyon. 

gers. 
FHIBOULW, OHTWAT ULPUTH, oot UTEFOLD, HAMATTITULICOLD, J Fn Lith Hort, 
(GlUcmToT) SU cvsmAu Lone, NCFL siHSH), Up Htot HOU SOMAITW, WwTHFTenoo WgCougr, 





HOOF OVAHATUGMLD, WMH LENO}, HHorl! hone, NF (HAT WAMBMTSMUITE LMTPTULIedo1 Ld 
(CuSGCwT HHO - Uf UTSVASHHagovr FTOOAMPBSEMHLD VITVL_oot CouBTa_o G(LPoulooi(iHd) Ly ovor1t G Hh), 
HUTITHMON, Gud MCHTHAT HH ipeows, Houolws UTUBHW uTPTWeord, S,FTour Hw. 


26.08.2017 sofdasiponw 


HTENevd 6:30 Lovo 


Loitened 5:00 LDeson 


LoTened 9:00 Loeson 


HUICAGSL sevoor FHHADSOMAILD, Lyone2, FHIBOOULD, UBGMUIBDT ouLPlUuTG, LjooorwiTs ouTFooro, 
AFT ouTHWw. 

OoreoCanyy Svs sHTUT VHUT)-OFTI Conjoouy. 

FHIBOUL, YSOMWUITS uTsFoitd, NCFL siHSH), WIT lyons, VCs Algal SUIGagaw, 

Baal WamTHiUW FUBFH), VCAHT FBorIHTO APL cvodsnt HWPFHULd epHiHov 

(FHo0H| Hisloor, HH IG utovay Ugatag SFTW DHSHDHOUT HEL oot) 

LT OooIT HH! MCF Lene, Gud HH(ponwy LITSPLO LITPTUWI6oO4 Ld. 

AFT OUTHW. 


27.08.2017 @HrulpnidSds pen 


&Tenev 5:00 weno) 


&Hltened 8:30 weootl 
Hiten60 10:00 wesoh| 
Hlten60 10:20 went 
&itened 10:40 wweoot| 
&Tenev0 11:00 west 
LoTened 4:00 Loon) 
Lorren6d 6:00 Denon 
LoTenev 8:30 Dexa 


HUICAGHSL stodoot FHH|H AHMAD, L622, FHISOULD, LOVTWITE OUT GOTO, 

WITH LLoON, WaT LyTooIT HH), CFL tyne, Cus CHIH AH Uponwy UMTATLO LIMP TULeVOILd, 
OHFTOUTHW. 

Ul Hiro HOFLW WBE UTHAHIW FAHD O15) ij 5a ego00r1d 





AbTIUsT OgTeaCaryy GwuUTICAgsd. 

(pH QyreoCaryy GHouTUIGAgBLD. 

Gudhioret OjgreeCaryy GHWOUTICASHW. 

FFM (HHO) FOUTUH OO, UFTOUTHW, How HJTWOSATHHAT, 9 UWI, Hr ty laenjouy. 
(IP(HHST custo CHouCsooir Hl MH Lovor.o 

GIUCHLOMT eT C0EmALH) 35\ 1h aa OOWJIT6DOTLD 

ONBTUAT, (LP (hBost, CUCHOTET UF DWT LI Lyon, OHIO. LOMIGONLD. FrLILD. 
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OL LO Mo 
QyroCaryy GwWuTICAGS HPUTHIod BHDNFSF Bow 
21.08.2017 Smaart psov 27.08.2017 eHtulni along 


21.08.2017 smal dips 
LomTened 4:00 Loeoot| L{FoooT GILL Hp Hoot UTTUIFAHD H(HOCHF OD, UlervudSSFomr TU UPUuTG, Daido eh 


22.08.2017 AgoloimuI dds ipomLw 


Boned 8:00 wwovnll MvuUudbSF origi uLsurG, DeoIon ob 


23.08.2017 tdoorasipomiw 


HTonov 8:00 weoohl MevuUdbSFornrgwou ULAUTG, DeyIbonon 
Lomened 5:00 toenail MowvuUudbSsFornrgrou uLsliTG, D160))6neh 


24.08.2017 ofuinipdaiponw 


Bitenev 8:00 wooo Uf USUH UTTTHHOOOr, MorvudsSsFoot uHuTG, curaAGHou Ljoosi wit Sout For, 
2 RFU THA) SOMA A HOEHFOLD, © oA Ujoor, AheurgrHonent, Hlouw UITUBSHLD, 
LIM WENT OATLOUILD 

Loiren60 5:00 LOenoll HOW! UITHInAOOOTLD, LOT FIBOOULD, UBUH UTTT HHonoot, olerooidG-s corny onoo1, 
UTACHOY LOOMUTOUTFOTD, OFFTTU PHM ou(hHonooot, TInATLUHAHOMLD, (HAFAN HOvorLy, 
WITSFTONOD IFCUFW, HOUT BITHONO, HAGIMUovo1 Commo, CFTWGWU BJT Hones, 
HAFITTULT SUIEHUTEFW, ACMWUTUBSH UuTPTUIo4rnd, AprsoCaryy Hoos Soo Hlouwrgw. 


25.08.2017 Qoictat da ipomiw 


&Tonevd 8:00 wWovnll F\HUTPTHOOOT, UTHACHO OOWITUTEFSTLD, H|UWIUITLIG LITPTUISOLD, HIOUMIT e001, 
LOOMBT HWUATTHOOT, HTONUTHlUTeD, oulreros) Cammmuod (Oya CamLyqww) 

Lom6ned 5:30 Lendl) A(HUMTHOOOT, UTHCHOU LowTWUITUTFSTd, HAUWUITUBS LTP TUL, elpiy S| Cans wow, 
KATFor Gammowd, FTA S Cawmod, 108 SeosF sWAHMUeild, Wat WBN M HH. 


26.08.2017 sores iponw 


&HiTen6v0 8:00 wesot| UTAH LOOOWITOUTEFSTLD, HOUWINT UHH LIMPTUICOOLD, HOOF DTT SND, 
elpyT HS] Cammmwwd, Want HHT Foot Cammowd, JTLT Camnwwd, 108 svg SUICage1, 
LOOBT Ly Foot S|, C0EMALO Camo, Wat WMA MI HS), UfHlours CucHwrot FTHAHI Poo, 
AFTOUTHW, UPSTHW. 

Lomene0 5:30 Lovnll A\MHOUTITHOOT, FUICTHOUTFLD, YOQUTHOUTENOLD (QyTresCargw), VouTH|SHUOMUMTELD, ((5TQF lb AH!T6o1) 
Cary UpouTT Cammoud, Ly Foot S|, WABI WHISOMTITI HD, HTHHW Vga Hw. 

27.08.2017 epHrulpmidsiponw 

HTEMed 5:00 iWovol| Al HounrjrHonert, OouHsCsF epowhAT Camo, hax 5b Camo, wf ASH Camm, 
Ufleutg Cansmpid, UI TWIE5 Camm, F155] CawBMowd, WOMBT LyToooIT GSH], WITT SITreo1wd, 
HO 9 HouTFoorld, GUHOToT AITMCSIYT GHWOUTICAQSLD. HCoHoorwd, PHTLOBUILO, LOMIBSMIMITT HH), 
HTHHW, WgerHd. 

LoIT6D60 6:00 LOeooil UFHH WTLUAHH|OV UJ Hours H(HSDSOWMTOOOLD (ClAGHWTeM coSnALH}), LOMIBOMLD, SLILD. 
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Secretary 

Treasurer 

Religious Chair 
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Administration Chair 
Finance Chair 

Public Relations Chair 
Cultural/Youth Affairs Chair 
Maintenance Chair 

By Law Review Chair 
Special Publications 
Web and IT Coordinator 
Kumbabhishekam Chair 
Trustee 

itistec 

Trustee 

Trustee 


Trustee 


R.K. Moorthy 

T. Vignarajah 
Ganesan lyer 

K. Visvanathan 

M. Sivakumaran 

S. Yogeswaran 
Mahesh Aravamudan 
Kidambi Raj 
Radhakrishna Guduru 
S. Sivarajah 

Ashok Tilokani 

S. Kalyanasundaram 
Ponna Tharmaratnam 
V. Basaviah 

P. Paramanathan 

M. Pavalaghanthan 
T. Gnanalingam 

Ken Pushparajah 


T. Shanmugasuntharam 
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Board of Trustees 2017 


geet a RN | ERA 
> <a vied oe 








Standing: Ganesan lyer, Ken Pushparajah, Mahesh Aravamudan, Radhakrishna Guduru, S. Kalyanasundaram, 
T. Shanmugasuntharam, K. Visvanathan, 


Sitting: M. Sivakumaran, S. Sivarajah, K. Raj, R.K. Moorthy, T. Vignarajah, V. Basaviah, T. Gnanalingam, S. Yogeswaran 


Not in Picture: Ashok Tilokani, Ponna Tharmaratnam, P. Paramanathan, M. Pavalaghanthan 





et Sian sae 


T. Vignarajah (Secretary), R.K. Moorthy (President), Ganesan lyer (Treasurer) 


OVU0 00010100 0 COUU ASAT 
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The Richmond Hill Hindu Temple — A Short History 


K. Venkataraman 


Language and religion have been the main components of heritage preserved and propagated in every 
society for generations. This has also been a characteristic of migratory communities. Hindus, 
particularly, passed on the torch of knowledge to successive generations even when they travelled and 
settled elsewhere. There were only a few hundred Hindus of the South Indian tradition in Canada in the 
60’s, from many parts of the world, but their passion for community worship was strong. This passion 
was kept alive through weekly bhajan programs and enrolling the children in heritage language 
programs. These weekly bhajan programs were initially held separately, in the homes of a few dedicated 
South Indian and Sri Lankan Tamil families. Subsequently, the two groups got together through a 
Heritage Languages Program project and started teaching Tamil to children, in the premises of a High 
School in North York. It was during these classes that the adult leaders of the community got together 
and planned the formation of a temple society as the foundation to build an authentic Hindu Temple 
with altars and priests brought from India and providing all the necessary religious services to the Hindu 
population in Canada. 


The Hindu Temple Society of Canada was conceived in 1973 and chartered in 1975, with nine directors 
coming from different backgrounds of the Hindu population at that time and representing many 
language groups from India and Srilanka. At various stages of its beginning, it was also known as Siva 
Vishnu Temple, Ganesha Temple and the Richmond Hill Hindu Temple and is still recognized by any of 
those names. 


The leaders of the temple group prepared a Temple plan, showing the different altars, general floor plan 
and proposed activities for an authentic Hindu Temple built and run according to the Agama traditions 
of Hinduism in India and Sri Lanka. A remarkable aspect of this plan was its ambitious intention to 
support a congregation of thousands of devotees even though, at the time the plan was conceived, the 
devotee base was only in the hundreds. The turmoil in Sri Lanka and the arrival of thousands of Tamils 
from Sri Lanka to Canada was still about a decade away. The leaders had shown remarkable foresight in 
anticipating the population explosion of potential devotees to the temple. 


Though most of the members would have been satisfied with a small simple Ganesa Temple, the larger 
plan was taken to the senior Sankaracharya of Kanchipuram Math, who readily approved the design and 
the plan and gave his blessings and offered all possible help for proceeding further. That plan became 
our starting design for the temple. It was designed on the ‘Shanmadha’ principle of Adi Sankara with 
altars of deities acceptable to all different sects of Hindu communities. The main altars planned were for 
Lord Ganesha, Lord Muruga and Lord Balaji with subsidiary altars designed for Lord Shiva, Parvathi, 
Nataraja, Durga and four Ammans — Valli, Devayani, Aandal and Mahalakshmi, as well as an altar for Sri 


Rama, Lakshmana, Sita and Hanuman. 


A Hindu Temple Society of Canada, Maha Kumbabisheka Souvenir - August 2017 


There was not much progress in the project due to various social and financial constraints, for about 10 
years. However, the membership of the Society kept the ideas of the temple alive through patience and 
ardent prayers. The trustees were also on an active lookout for a suitable land for the temple. Two 
trustees enlisted the support of an employee of the Town of Richmond Hill town to alert them when a 
suitable land to build a temple came up on the market. This enabled them to learn about an 
advertisement for the sale of a piece of land in the corner of Bayview Avenue and Elgin Mills Road. 
Proactively, the committee negotiated with the owner and agreed to buy the nearly 4 acres of prime 
land, with a stream running in the middle of it, for a price of $158,000. The existence of the stream 
which could form the ‘theertham’ for the temple decided the matter. There was a major hitch, though. 
With only $12,000 of contributions in the bank at that time, a mortgage was needed to secure the 
purchase. Discussions were held with CIBC, which agreed to give the mortgage on the condition that five 
trustees provide personal bank guarantees of $100,000 each. In a remarkable gesture, five trustees each 
provided the guarantee required and the purchase was completed. 


An interesting side note which has since become, in the minds of many devotees, a matter of faith, is 
worth including here. Following possession of the land, when the volunteers went in to clear the waist 
high grass with machetes, they found an abandoned car on the back lot and found the number plate still 
on it. The number plate had the letters “AUM”, which of course is the universal Hindu mantra. It was a 
thrilling moment for the devotees who saw this as a very good omen and a sign from Lord Ganesha that 
the ground was blessed and an excellent choice for the temple. Incidentally, the current ‘altars hall’ sits 
on that spot, though not intentionally planned. Another coincidence, only noticed in 2017, was that the 
year the plate was issued (1973, as indicated on the plate) was the same year that the temple society 
had been formed. It looks like Lord Ganesha had decided that His followers coming from far off lands as 
immigrants to Canada would find a ‘refuge’ for all their religious needs on this piece of land in Richmond 
Hill and would build, with His blessings, a great temple for generations to come. 


Now came the difficult and sensitive job of convincing the Town Council and the Mayor of Richmond Hill 
to accept The Temple Society as good corporate citizen with the proper zoning and building permits to 
build and run the temple in Richmond Hill. When two trustees, went to meet the Mayor, he was very 
reluctant at first to accept the application. However, after persuasive discussions on the true nature of 
the proposal and how it could be a landmark organization in Richmond Hill for religious coexistence, 
besides being an attraction for the million strong and growing Hindu community in the Golden 
Horseshow, he agreed to be a guest participant at the ground-breaking ceremony on October 16, 1983. 
Even at that time he put forth a condition: if he found us an equally acceptable piece of land with a 
stream, in a location along Yonge Street, and away from our chosen location, we would have to move 
there. Fortunately, through Ganesha’s blessings, he could not find any other site in time. The ground 
breaking (also known as Sod turning ceremony) was enthusiastically attended by dignitaries like the 
local MP, MLA, Mayors of Markham, Richmond Hill, Councilors, Federal and Provincial representatives 
and community leaders. The event was also covered in the local media. 


A detailed writeup of the construction of the temple and the sculpting of the idols by the renowned Sri 
Janakirama Sthapathi and his team of 15 silpis (sculptors) is provided elsewhere in the souvenir. The 
extent of the volunteer work (Kar Seva) in building the initial temple structure must be mentioned here. 
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From taking time-off completely from work, to planning the initial construction as a set of small tasks 
which could be performed by non-professionals, key trustees and building professionals among the 
devotees took the lead and created the framework including electrical work and carpentry. Many 
donated materials such as lights. Youngsters and adults including sari-clad ladies were pounding nails on 
wooden structures, painting and decorating, while other volunteers brought food and snacks for the 
workers all day for 3-4 weeks. The entire project was completed with no paid workers or paid materials 
and it gave the community a sense of belonging and togetherness in participating in the noble project. 
This spirit of volunteerism has continued till now. 


Even as the construction was going on, the community began to contribute financially as well. Fourteen 
trustees gave personal guarantees of $50,000, each, to obtain loan from the bank for construction. 
Everyone was invited to participate. Children enthusiastically participated by putting their name on 
individual bricks going into the walls with a donation of $2 each. Families came forward to sponsor 
whole altars, parts of the altars like doors, linings etc., either individually or as a group with members of 
their native village back in Sri Lanka. Donations in kind and money were offered as needed. 


The formal installation of Lord Murugan, in his present abode was done on 2nd July 1988. By 1989, all 
the other altars were open for service with ‘Prathishta” ceremonies conducted as per the traditions and 
sastras for each. The congregation grew steadily and by 1990, the temple was comparable to the more 
established New York and the Pittsburgh temples in terms of popularity among North American Hindu 
devotees. There is a very significant difference in the experience of this temple compared to the other 
North American Hindu temples. This temple is truly a people’s temple, with more than 90% of the 
income coming from services rendered, such as archanas, abhishekam, various homams and other 
services, as opposed to other temples, where much of the revenue comes from a few financially well-off 
devotees, and a relatively small revenue comes from the services mentioned. The local Hindu 
community, especially the Sri Lankan Tamil community had rallied around the temple and enabled its 
rapid expansion and improvement. Grand festivals are the norm in the temple, with some festival or the 
other being celebrated for nearly 200 days in a year. Devotees attend in large numbers, making this one 
of the most active Hindu temples in the Western Hemisphere. 


As per sastras, the first “Punarudharana Kumbabhishekam” (Renovation and Reconsecration), due in 
twelve-year cycles, was planned to be celebrated in 2000 and the deities were moved to a temporary 
set of altars called “Balalayam” in the wedding hall (the original structure of the temple). Unfortunately, 
the renovation work took more than a year and the actual Kumbabhishekam was done early 2001. The 
construction work caused some disruption and it was nearly 2 years before the full congregation was 
back at a familiar level of participation. There was, however, a ‘missing feeling’ of unfinished 
construction — Rajagopurams, Granite flooring, full landscaping around the temple etc. Soon, the temple 
acquired the piece of land south of the temple for a price of about $2 million to preserve the pristine 
nature of the surroundings and for possible future expansion. 


The next Kumbabhishekam was announced for 2012 and preparations started in 2009 itself. The 
construction / reconstruction work was completed and a grand Kumbabishekam was celebrated on 28 
October 2012. It was a grand group of Priests lead by three Chief Priests namely Pillaiyarpatii Sri Pitchai 
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Kurukkal, Sri Lanka Sri Somaskanda Kurukkal and Bangalore Sri Varadaraja Bhattar, assisted by about 70 
local priests from other temples in Toronto. 


At that time, the work of building the front towers — Rajagopurams — could not be completed and on 
religious advice, it was decided to complete that work and do a separate ‘Rajagopura Kumbabishekam’ 
later. The construction on the three towers is now complete with the usual intense participation by 
trustees and volunteers. The fruits of their work and the support from the devotees complemented the 
professional construction and the much awaited Rajagopura Mahakumbabhishekam is now a reality. 


The affairs of the Temple are governed by a Board of Trustees, which has evolved in composition over 
the years in step with the demographic changes in the congregation. In 1999, institutional change was 
brought about whereby, the majority positions in the Board of Trustees (11 out of 19) were assigned to 
members of the Sri Lankan community, reflecting the contributions and involvement by that 
community. The other 8 positions were assigned to Telugu speaking (2) and non-Sri Lankan Tamils (6). 
While the Board positions are allocated based on community backgrounds, the Temple belongs to all 
and everyone belongs to the Temple. 


We can all be rightfully proud of the legacy we are building and leaving for future generations to enjoy. 


bows the Sri Ganesha Temple found an a ea 
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@ib Hews 
HFwot_aviiod Obs M,eowd 
COsWeu FHHNH Bole ailugip 
Hl. oui dt msot 
1. Uleitonenuuny: 


Uciioomuny apruays, Const crop DonpsociuGeury. cloitononusniy FOUGUCHWOToMest epHH lyHovougrouriy. 
DOWIE ayjtd, OQrovovraseri ayo (henl_ClLypgiLb OlLpTaéadborled Lleitenenusmiy CLP(Lp(IpHB DSL OMT 
UOTMHSIVGABIT. STbudsHod leomomunpfer FHHS| Ephsmen epwoojraéGarnit. qoowsHet cfleury 
COTSHAUTS DOWSSHWD cooiroondH ot BTOVSHIUL SH. CuHHOstonswiro UbDHTSM oT ol HIUIFHD GL, 
CamiGFFMSGD Gonwwu Ulotooomumfecr sHHH AHSCarulle epooobsronor, wusdirw, Canod 
HFOUSHAL SD DoOWHH MN. HowiGCHTHU Uleomonumhseq moss wrigdsod CamgCummw, Cay 
HTHDHHIL  onouwing oT = G\Lertienores) AU5OS  AFCHHFOISS  CaromiG us omonbsy 
HILSMMASTOM WCSTBFOLD (NOBUS HoOL_CUBABH. FHA CusiGomniae CoussGw ougmiaenon 
UPHD oujpHdD olbTUsT oipbawGelujotonny. adijoumid GbuiiGagsdgms5Cum 9 alpruasy sHHHSG 
YWUSIW S5HS0 AGU! HoOougy CHysHuno aGqnad FhHHus Cormmwhlsaélmsy. 


2. (PHB: 


(YHSU, SMSACSue, aout, SHSROUTIO cro QompsacuGomy. Comes syooussHed vod 
UL, GHMGHASOUSHIL ot epourpjHswuirS oMYPHH HMA MI. apa Flousler OQyowtnoug ysevougroury. 
CHouTaMat Cronos SOVASITMSuUT CHuCsomH]ud| croignd BjoopsSsuGoury. 2 ovGsaGid eumapid 
SU Tarte alGd)  auomatuGusted  Ssilips  Sroyoit  cropnd  CunbotuGgsAmry.  speoudssod 
TUHDAHMUIGARD FAmawigwoiupe  Ndsljab oo ovded Wat Gufwaid Hod  sBevevdoored 
HOVOSSUULLFIOIGW. HBonGCsrgHw Bol OFS Hovdos SASCHHFULIGS Cages udslomeoihsy 
BILLS WGanmroubd ApuuTsS Heo Ougapsy. 





3 Floor: 


Ops) wWHSHD Flu ouflunGe Fadihs ogo Me Msdu QrsgosIOuUMIAMH. D,oowmseriled 
AMGuGwoTé MsHuwtraot Qrgos Cuma. Héwen ated Ops HpowsD od apwHact epeooyrs 
AIOMOHA MMH Am@wd, Aoumoms sijhH WHHWD CSWouBaGeHb ufourg GaSwWmsBeTs Donwislottorooy. 
Bu Aowssed uUlgeFogor GswwwucGeron FeudImwabd oy capssluuwragd, als wwreorgsywrreor 
AUOUTBOBS CateitGerons). Floudmwab asrehFtypoleuy cro Curbmiul. ujgwotéenjwugro sHagresnyw 
Foust) SEtACr5STSHAO ShodS BHAWSGS cFSeQuay  Rourisolear woos  Denmuilev 
OUSSIULL AIUD. AGHA Oufwry OuGHwoIgdsaot BAHHAS oto CymaHasoitgagu  BeuohenwWuirent 
AMUshHs505 CarGsHaHtony. BpouwdHHod  PSouGuHwts  sFHAgTQwoosHouggrs  siphsmHear#iany. 
AOMIGBCHTBW MBHi9 Hwtouromronu HAjSFCHIHFULISS COStown uHH BI Sat Oovmgy l2_mFoucipw, 
WETFlougrs as) olga p Aptis pont Clugip. 


4. unjoug: 


uTjous) C5oail AcuGQuGwrailet Hienonowuroury. unjous! CHal poousAHled HAouGucmwtroller FHA Hiei 
UH USSHHO OooowbHoton sFhHHwWled Auyjgabsfwrs  copbamomnamny. CHalulotr oaldaslyaud 
AHAbvU Td DPB MTHoILD, HbFbd HowmbsdsTSybd  Oemowssuuc Goons. epajosanid ws 
APAWAUTIMOAUTY Hotronot AHANYALA crop BooMOpsssuGsAlwBror. QHhuUHd Qh HI Heit pent Cupid 
CaasTIGaenf oljedXH Od FMGUUTOT LyonsHort pont Clugpi. 


MM UMMM 
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FMGUGWTE Hp od HIUIHOTE HHO UuUChFHAH oO QwWSSHHSAGH DAMooots C\HIUSIL oo Webs 
Bl (1h H| WIDE SMULD HLTHAIBBM. LITFUGILICHLWIT SOT G\LuTesTeoN BLOM 6oT Ciwonilomuss OlBTovsTL_HT6v 
CuraronjiCwealwiet cmamgid CurmbmtuGasloiy. AsSwWugHHlod BrotrsUGQucHwres Abo Cewiuyb Fonu 
STSAFOU, CMTBOTUDUID ooTH) BO WSSUUGW. oFouTHonted “Caruiled’ cro CurmmBuuGw FsHwupHHAloor 
FOOT HASLAHTO HDoOWSSUUL Gortons). BlFWort_aGlod HpoowHAHlod onlPHACHoMujoton HLTF ClucHworayis Gd 
Fours OWuUTEHSHD HAS poor, OG BPYGUGSSUUCGotongy, BSHLSH FHHAD Woot olwrooHHS Sw. 
SHHHuUlot Ot Feuflod GeHdsauueGoron  Hryrspfet Ah2HudsHAGBod SHS pom BQruueGg 
AIPGUGBSSUUL Gotton Hy. 





6 Aion: 


A\KJSOSH MLPUTIG OHH FOUHD OO (PSHW QL FOS GCUBAGHA. QWHHd Hotionct HiTSOS DLovoIED, 
LTD, DSH Ohottyfupo Coumis GawWeuwror wasleraqguwjsHtHlolursS clpHHAHEHSIM. Hybemrouslosr 
olabaly Bid 6T( HOD LDU GBT HoNovCW6o ai SNPHW [bIHIG) a H\BUsHHUCUMEYILD, FT DWTBOYLD, 
AHAGMHOBHASTSYD HoOwWbS allo APSOSUTH HH HEHA GT. HouynHH\fl ailpsw 
FoonigGamiwaA ot Gog ABUUTS HayiospgSSUUGHA BHI. 


7 ouettetl — Gla&uUeuteneot 


Obs) FOUH|OD oCF_wb Bow Gawoumact Qh FSHNSOHLo HBHHUUGUH. Dpowr CSwieud Flourwtaseyb 
Gumimentaeoytd Clucnt GaWomae FSAWITHSOYLD SHSIUGH BSH. 


al OpPHw oupssled cpmaect Ugwssnfwrsoyb, olpnway ASH, ySHuTgHwu OG FSsHSOHLaID 
UOASIUGABIT. Gajot QHAHwToMled oleruasy UgwwssrfuMTsBoywd, (p(HHot ouotio, GSWeuTomenuTasl Och 
FHHACHL OF UOMASIUGHA BI. couche yCGorsadsonoH UsHudaegno Hfut ssHluiTHoyid, ClHwWeurenoor 
CemCora5so05U UpHucagd Qésr sSHwWIGYD SHSHUUGA Boo. 


Qu HpoowsHlod AMUUDFwIS (pHs wulpohuilod © ofonensy Cunciip Congs Henson CHTaeW 
FHHHTOUHAAHIOO oll bHHMujotoniy. cuctol, Gaweutrenor BMH Qh FSHSMOH FHHSHSOHD wovntuFHloor 
LBYBSH ed (PHsole FHHHSGH AHTUIYBSH od CPHsalear sFHHHoou CHrdsxslujid, AYSOHS Slongonu 
CHTDAWCUSOTEOTLD HomwiphAoitons). HULU HI woyid, Qomionsullayd 2 offen Gu¢HwWuirtevtsr Hpoowmaered 
Hh FSH HOH YHAvled Qh yBSSHod FHHAadGe Horus FHHHuwlesd Qh vwssSHFlayd Hlomwbgorton 
FHS orpbaHoOhuy. Qo HpoowsHAHlod YCoorsfHwiro SAYOMSAHSSTS DOOWAOS DonOwsHH 
NMHUSH] BSOSHSH HOW QF AmUuTor (penmule CHollupfer sHHHlooot HonwHAlottonny. 


9. HuUdbATammaseit 


Gust, (ehTUNB) FAO, (Hise) Clcvourus, Host, oulwusmipest (GH) Cloucitol, ( Hbasljo) Fo, TTS, 
CoH! QLAwWor HudssHAjanaset coroiuGw. whseit Qo QeaudsH SHATPSHSEHD HW ouTiponsuiled Heitom.wiroor, 
HOMWWUT LOMB BASHAA  SAIooiuTsoeitonot clog  HwysAmMiact. Feo Fonowmaeand Qs 
CFWSE UPUL_UGUMAlspGer YLT) WIHHD|OD ouhid FoSApOwWslod Folorvougusurayse FMB 
LoOF HoLQuUBABS. Sb Caragmacdt EHS GuGbAjentor usHTSM Yosrsolod UNGUBGouy. HwHy 
AUTSTAHAGHL OF HOW QS OSWounanes ashjaHact 20126 HoIG yRUGSSUULL sHHSTOHSH|ood 
Usage Cle wWiwtiu Gerona). 
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1O.mugouTT (Bred emugoury) 


AAUCUGWTotcsd HibImaMed mujuHid _iheugroury. SrA CrHAHATHSA Od omugeuy cpdAlusorroor OlSWouLoTroumTiy. 
SUPaMeat upsslod oOuJoy AYTOSAA SW, QovumasologHwd HTaicd OHuUiowT vHHIUGA BT. BQyailod 
AOUADOEN MPYWHWD ABUL, OuUujopesr uTFHASod moulUHiwd sSTMouled Sousos HMdS omugoulesr 
LITSHATONHSHS HBUOU oHUIUBIWD oupssoTgid. 


11 Fog CaFouny: 


Flouct Cuwed 2 cen & MAW UdHluleor snjonHstod sorngGaroayy Aanoudhons SSG Hoorwsoriet 
HMOVUTTSYooNT. FowygGsroaghfsd sFhHHToTAS od cuPlurGe® uso PbsmMsHenonuyild  cpenmsenenuyio 
CaroI1G aonAGsDH. Quo eam sonatas shHsrodHSH Uporolam gong uL_mood Awa 
SJASON DALY UMHAHUH. BQH BOWSHS® SD ahmnsows OHfalusHHsra@ouc pd, DpooudsHled 
QObD Hoag GSAS Cleodvovtncd AHSOIO STHSOHL oT Cacdaustss CaPaliusHoscug QetraniGworey 





HHUIdMS sah) SHSUUGS BL. 
12. Q).01(LpSRourrd: 
ADM YPSFouTs (NHSUGuGworatar ajsHAGHSCoroHTi od QMpsHiaeapid 12 spmieenibd GareaiG Eyonon 


oust OHUHIWOIS SHSUIGABS. BO psromIuiler Hipster oriphbHwol Oo Coad CaruledIc Cwomaee 
FMUOJO IW Hout FHA WC HoowbhHloiton ys) 





20121 Qo HBpwowsd Od BoOWSSUULL YW SHH STOHSEHw, HorGuwBw 
S| HSSUIS OHI 
13. sjerbous: 


Sova, S00, Oa, Ehrand BSAweoyse CaWowTsAW  Ooiromor syorous Calg Dpousgetr 
CHBeuyB soufled gijidmauler shHHSH (Your yssre shHHSH OoowssuuGormgy. haygrssih) 
Mjsd5Hio Qos Bromadu Igual HloadsHood oOfsFaougachar epwoupwd mfAuloo AmijammasGareniG 
THpsF CswHwD g*hOSnrsacd corepibd MNHHluTpoud AptuTs PHmrGugid. wufims pr sorled 
CUGBHOSTOSWT WIMIUTHS Hornet FFEVUB|onwW!) cuowomiGouly. 


14 roveuy : (HTT MHMWOTLOMTI) 


OFU FOWHHOO Hoon BAHHT COAHAtestgeirayib, Qownuslb Garo 2 mslwirot usHuilooreyp 
Hopuc»nre OB Garett DMBUHHepspy BO Hherrenjset Hiwewwnjact craw CurbwBiuGsHAletpoo. 
Guflu Flemowmarled Ob Blweijadie Ah 2 hamaeat asodlamGor,  9edwods LGbs 
Cores HomnCor DomwssuulG FAouGuBprole sFHHHNSH lor MdsseuGorong. Cscitoneruiayeiton 
auToaeugy Caralodle unGeil wrasse wCarbsou arevdsHlod SMUSHcpouy GumailprOcucp Aptwurs 
HOLOUGLD. ss) Hpoowwd We Gufs Bpouuwwirs QHSSCUTHIW BMBIUSHepocmpuyld omiphammons GClFusw 
(PyWelledoned. BLITEHenasw uTtouds CHollulormibd sFHHHSGHD HGaled HHeHtosoubsy, HhEtqydsarsy, 
ADIT, Wooloursal OLA HIOMHSGqO FHHH HonwssuucGorongs. QF sFHHHulod HSHwW tyoosrsat 
onl Glug. 


EhIOFWUbST, OUT, FAST, worloursay Balu  Hrevouhdb Bom Cwod Carnot uss 
HOMHAOUMMOALW OMHAAWTFWIOAHOTHWDO. EhlosFLuLsS/osH, OF SPYboOsH Hor HU FHbomsHuillony Crooo 
Garett Hoy, uUTF5ooOHI Cursos eHhrogbubsT BQomounm Ganchabd so ulguaraes 
MBUUGA BH). VHD UWAHSD SHPHOHUTOM EHTOFOUHST HSYWCuTs) 29 vH Hiotonoumaslu 2 torsHoaiwusiy 
@HioawuTayrl sFbHupbsT CarGorw Gealuiot com BAywuaSgw IPSHSooIugs CSoumpsooH uTQorny. Swwiy 
HPS HUMID wonrpms GQenmoucmos wumQuate Benmousht Woe poubsd HIS DJF clovrgy 
CurmbBuuLLA. guy OuGwtat aoe sly sree Ort Gung, HKosrombdy Honpuiled muss 
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epLUULLCuTHb, Gerad uo GQeronbanon HOMUAGSHSCuTIBID BQoomouct Cwood oO mMAwrear udsslonw 
Carai_sTod Beno  witeumsenp3uyLp Goucmny. Uy CuGwutaiedt udlamiaset GCaehatbd  siipled 
UTLUULL Oo. FbATT Qopnumer CHtpamaoyd, Crusoe SAGHony, Abs, BHiwdulgror GCaHrpj, 
UMAOHOLT comb HoOpssuulL_ny. AHH Heo usshant Wehad SHuUyled utL_tucLmey. wooleursay 
LITSTTIQUI §ettetovllest = HonwssyTS BHA, Wortorct SGHlonoy uNHsdS CSIGHSH vUownbhondd GClaron1G 
QJORBUMDS DOWD DoOWHAHHTOD Wortotoited HownigSSUUL, GQenmeisr Csousers oubs! Wodteoteoitb 
Ugbuyg Gummy. wbsAfwirer Cjetrorouct Upwynus GES wyHHloot Sigulcd HwjhHGHS5S Bommorcmed 
ALQSoTNUU Lous. WTelouUTFay UTQU Hl(HuTIFSD clotted us#shiset FSwuUTHSHlod BLITFUGUCHwrooned 
JIBBSQASTATNUUL AIL Worllursay Hledvonovuilled QeopumMi oo SVHHHTS SmBUUGDA GA. Wonlloursaplotr 
Usama CHa SUYPlod uTLUGuBHS1SS MBUUGAGA. HGHuUIFSHSHASH OGHSISIM Qh UIFSHHISOGIWD 
2 (HM oreotwiiy. 








15. Hdboglovorrerpy HH) 


soar Hoos CHrgqGbd epjsodiuTS, HdogowimeppHHulot  ocugailod oO oslo  (CUpsHovtusH  GHours 
GHHbSAOAD A SID SHWeow CHrSs| HWIJHHoion ehrolujse 2 uCHFW Gewiujd Ghoauts HwopbHotonny 
AauGumwra. Hdosonrrepjps5Hulo: Hh Oud Fuser sHHlHulet Gast Hengullod DonwHAoton 
Carag_s doy, olotroHHlat aot Hlonrulayb BmowhbsjAHSHwW. Ups) ollumpesCarmibd (GH oumpssiov) 
HAAMOMMMPTAA AH ABUIUTO Lynsrgot HoorQugnib. ussH[aeoier Hosashs sbHSHuwWled alCs_ Lyonsrsert 
HOLGUB Gnu GHUISSUUC Georg). 





MUSTO LGHWieyiottont F hh) H|Bort 
16. GaimiaeGLobaisy (MiasenILIseurresr) 


2 oOOSHRD 2 oon Alaganusounrolet  wusstTamod 915 Uueowwids  cuomeavuGwb  sbs 
COounSCLodoTToUTT. SHWOW BIQuUhdD BDQUUNTSEHSS OHouUpHs ol G HQ 2 ujSHILAIW, Cougs 
aBbugwro, Ong  CarbndsHirot  GComsGLavoaiiGumore  salpbsmoenaony. GCoumsGrervdoug (eid 
CaMQGSHAODUHAL oF epovepyHhHUTS HwOpbAonTy. HpowiG Cargid ygrrts) wrqasHHled CHT AHhallproyoor 
TQUI QUA) Brot UWsCorjsroubd HoorGQugiw. GoeumsGL_evougUOQUCGwWronet (pipouAid wWeojaonted wonwpss! 
HOHSIPSSUULL LLoormHids) Crono Cuhwranide Hor Gumi Ws (psSSIWLOMoT HBP LD. 


17 wamteoagih (ufGHai) 


HMA ot HooOpSHSUUGW wWamtevagu CHa want allaganuseurotlat Hlonowmroalwint(Hp, ClacdudBRsG 
CHolujorouTs. consi Casal srsQHwb SLoyonts alaganusouraie Cua honenUiQuy Hionevo1rryfloudie oor, 
YUGouradsrxlaybd, CHuCorads5Hi ag F500 Cocdomnsop_ot FU FWTS opal Hiononufsoret. cougooodui 
MJHHAHIOOBW, HUT HloHAAH ou, HougrHsHA) olgHsDS OVI FMUL Yoostsort [Honor Cum Alodtoormedr. 





18 Hpooort_mreit (\yCHai) 


HAIL to coip DopssuuGbd wywisoilwrs YCsail, wamralaganusouretet tyGoorse  FHsluL, 
AUovoIyHATHed BuBPHDouworouny. wis wrHAHASD ood allagan) Hpoouwmageile AmuuTS Hips HiHilypled 
UTLUUGW dpuuUs) UTaTHIdoomend Clsronon  AhUUTMu  cloteynid USSD Hperttmonted wTLUGUBmBnen. 
Aono CHuvuiloor Hous Honrady B00 ys HodAdood AMY Yosact Hor Gumgseame. Ber 
AOUHHO F55] CHaulloor quip aH wror epyHS5wSoT O offeror, HAHlood Hiottonotr YCHoullonu pHs ew 
HLOVOTL TCH epedtMwiL. 





19. gmoy wifleunyib. 
OQHHADSooT ourpenrwoulayid, UGsSrooADHlood oul LiToomiaelaytd GIT want laganudoiroilet Dyno! 


HUBIIUOTHD AHSUUGHABIM. WoilHedt MMUIAHIO OMPOUMTAG ML JTW wUsourroor ouPlriguireumy. grip 
Liflourgtb = ToT! «= MLDHLD soo SF = SFT HFoTHOHD  coroHHbahipbd  FHHHWIGW. OlpsrHorHi 


TUUSSTUSTATUOAT LC) USTSASTTATTA TTY UDACPESAETA SCAN OTTER 
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YAWUSSUULL_ Gitar QF sHHHuled uf grouse. FHrCHa ( gros Sienomoluniy) cosagwoooiy 
(Gmfic Qenonu sara) Heanor ( groflet Holgworor usHT) Oe MiG@euy. gro peu oaiipr AmtuTss 
CaroxmtLMuuGAps. YyHIIsSstucL sHHHuiled 2012 HeowiG Hor Gugid GbumiICagssHlod gmw7y, 
oagnonys, FHS MACuMos Ops oo GamseuulL yswW sensed Mdbyanasat Ugsagonr 
OF WWOUGBloorBoor. 


20 FSTFoy (FSI) 


Want AlagamnuUsourois sjySHod GomwbhHoton ssaybd aASisoynouny, shaySSrIPuTITHwW KHysony 
HFOMUTS FHHHuled  aMPHSGCHAG. Oooo  B,owmserled HhmrQugibd sasjsonfledr ouput 
Aamuumasrie BoOLGugbd Hudson cuplumGseq  gtulr_oombd. asSTrorHdSs BSHMBedoomrad 
UgdsFCoradsSlomad Hpator HbA Sass QoowSauur Gong. Qowajsler Hwy GHbSH). Sweroreny 
ASH BvGaicnasbars gQyuiljbd somnvsnnds Caron shardHiat ougaled srdgH Huss 
Cera DI. Higueajset wij, Heonmbd Cad sit swreo ompa ampusbars asjeor Cammwd 
Hol ClUMIs|3 HI. 





21 SLUSeuToor 


HHT HOOF SHH ulsFacies oypsyreuy. Tagan usurailet eursomrdsu Smo lagen 
USAT OSH CECT aHGTIS Gangs SHuUSHSSH (por gh An sHHHulod Hwjpbayotonny. H5HwW oossei 
HeOL OUD MBH. 


22. FHSWBIMIMWSOHW, FHA OICHILMEOCHLD 


DAGBTAMOAZAD) USUTAM do DUSIOTAW FHSWHMIWONHSSH Cuonjooh Hond HorGQugid Ami wos 
Cag UgucdwwTs! QuEbosStmautt UssToot GWU FHSwW UMGUGBI wwe Hoamony. QpoudsHlosr 
5G ubS Foufeod FHSAWHIMIITWONGHSS YHsISF SHH Hoowd5H UGhsCorss Horo aladHyaw 
UpHagor Ceuswitiue Gertongy. 


LIF H\(HQSoTLI HOUT oot oot Gipbons HOUSMILOMT FHHTOSDTLTEV| oot Courses Slovrr oot Mle asly Bid 
FHAWHIITUWIOOST FHHAHUIC MUSSUU GNA. HOSGH GPhOH UTSHWWD HowOL_SgHwW orHMG tyyour 
HOUSOASYL OT USATSO FHHTOCSTUTVSMT HOH) WiQuiled MUAT (HHA GouomtGHod BLTHS) wwwesronrousy. 


23 Dpounyaort 


OFU FOWHH SD 63 HIWSMTSeT cay DHoNMoMISe O etotonHiCUIoBH Moore FOWAAH OY Loniypaypl 
LTHHAOO OoWMISeiaywd, Qeoomahaiwd wuTLUGW A GUuUTOMM crated uTATHoOH UMIQuU DLoorL soit 
THEIL Glucst USAMA IIQuy Votrolthouy (12) Bybourfact oot CuTmMduGsMameat. Dpourtsonae 
FHHS) HOWSSUU Gorongy). HpoonGCsrwHibd Bypourjact Oo HFoubd Geug FAmGuTS Hoot Oug. 


Gursiotet © UGUTSS5HSSIS  cusFHHWOOTLUL,  FUTWLUD, LWHB  HHoowlyssor  AHsSHUUCG, 
YDIUHOTULLFAL oT YAUMISBSIUL GHotteroor 
Souswire 


UsdeoTuijld MWadSEhSSUUTOO Udolot wase, CouMULL FOWMIGeT, WILL Boorssmphionond Glatovsr 
WEST UTD HAMCHFHA OD HomwhH oH! oH! Hud. QS FLOW HSHloumiseit, euPluTGBsot (pew 
HUBTH BLISS © FMT QHvuGr_o. wsaselest Fow, UdSH, UoMUTG, Smo, BSoorssny 
CrMMUSOOMYL YTS CewaslDa. 
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THE HINDU TEMPLE - A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ALTARS 
K. Venkataraman 


1.GANESA: | Lord Ganesa, also known as Vinayaka or Pillaiyar in Tamil, is the first son of Lord 
Siva and He is the first deity worshipped by Hindus in any function or festival at home or a Temple. 
This altar occupies a prominent position. While at the beginning, the altar was started as an 'auxiliary' 
altar to the Murugan temple, by popular demand and participation by majority of the devotees, this 
altar also has been recognized as a 'Moolasthana' or main altar with its own Flagpole (Kodi Kambam) 
and Annual Festival (Brahmaotsava). Our Ganesa is named 'VARASIDDHI VINAYAKAR' meaning 
one grants all boons to the devotees. The main festival at this altar is the Annual Festival in May-June, 
conducted for 15 days, ending on Vaikasi Visakam day. 


2. MURUGAN: Also known as SUBRAMANYA or KARTHIK, He is installed in one of the 
'moolasthanas'. He is the second son of Lord Siva and is considered the Commander-in-Chief of the 
divine army. He is the main deity worshipped by the Tamil speaking community all over the world. 
The 'Vigraha' of Murugan is made of blue granite and it so happens that our Murugan is the tallest 
Murugan vigraha in the world. Toronto Murugan is named 'S}VASUBRAMANIAN' based on the 
unique design of the 'moorthi'. The Brahmotsava or the Annual Festival for Murugan is celebrated for 
15 days ending on Ani Utharam day (June). 


3. SIVA: Lord Siva, one of the Hindu Trinity, is worshipped in the form of 'Linga' to signify the 
philosophy of God being 'Formless' or beyond any form attributed to Him. Lord Siva occupies a pride 
of place in Hindu Temples. In this Temple, Lord Murugan established at the moolasthana, Siva and 
Siva parivar or family, occupy the subsidiary altars by the side of Murugan altar. The 'Linga' installed 
in the Temple has a very inspiring and interesting background. It is not a man-made statue. It was 
picked up in the holy Ganges waters near Kasi (Banares) by the Paramacharya of Kanchipuram and 
was kept in his puja altar. He has graciously given this beautiful Linga with golden 'rekhas' for 
our Temple. The moorthi is named as 'CHANDRAMAULEESWARAR'. Sivarathri (Feb.) is the 
major Festival celebrated at this altar. 


4. PARVATHI: The consort of Lord Siva, Goddess Parvathi, is installed in a beautiful altar to the 
right of Lord Siva. The vigraha is cute granite one with the divine grace and beauty personified. She 
is called 'THIRIPURASUNDARI' meaning the 'most beautiful damsel in all the three worlds'. The 
special festival for this altar is the 21-day Ketharagowri Vratham (Nov.). 

5. NATARAJA: Lord Siva is often depicted as 'Nataraja (king of the Dance)' in the form of Cosmic 
Dancer. His dance is providing the life to the universe. Following the traditions of calling Nataraja as 
golden-bodied ('‘Ponnar Meniyan') dancing in a Golden Sabha ('Ponnambalam') with gold plated roof in 
the most famous Nataraja Temple in Chidambaram, our Nataraja altar is also have extensive gold leaf 
work on the vimana (roof). The beautiful metallic moorthy and His Consort Sivakami are gold plated 
and the main vigraha sculptured on the back wall is covered with gold leaf, making this also a 
Golden Temple. The form of Nataraja is considered to be the masterpiece in iconography. Special 
festival in this altar is the 10-day Thiruvemba Festival in Dec-Jan. 


6. DURGA: Goddess Durga has a special place in the family of Hindu Pantheon and in this 
temple she is depicted as 'MAHISHASURA MARDHINI' - the victorious virtue over the ‘bull- 
headed' ignorance and evil. The vigraha is a very beautiful maiden standing on a buffalo head in 
the form of 'Vishnu-Durga' the most peaceful and gracious form of Durga Devi. Main festival for 
Durga is the Navarathri Festival in Sept-Oct. of every year. 


coal 
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7. VALLI and 8.DEVAYANI: 


It is an interesting idea that Hindu gods are depicted with two consorts. The male identity 
symbolizes matter ('Sivam') whereas the female identities symbolize 'Sakthi' or energy; the two Devis 
usually signify the 'Static or Mental’ and 'Dynamic or Physical' energies. 


In North Indian tradition, Murugan is depicted as a confirmed bachelor and Ganesa is depicted with two 
consorts named 'Sidhi' and 'Budhi'! As per the traditions in South India, Murugan has two consorts 
named Valli and Devayani. Valli signifies the 'Earth' or the 'Kriya Sakthi' while Devayani signifies the 
‘heavens' or the 'Ichcha Sakthi'. 


At this Temple, Lord Murugan Himself is in a West-facing altar, which is rare by itself. The altars of His 
Consorts VALLI and DEVAYANI are located across the hall in front of Him, facing Him towards the 
East. Another unique feature of these two altars in our Temple is their location. In Many temples in 
India and Sri Lanka, the two devis of Murugan are usually located by His side either in the same altar or 
in separate altars by the side. Because of the geographical constraints, the Sthapathi has chosen this special 
but entirely authentic configuration to house the consorts of Lord Murugan. 


9. NAVAGRAHAS: Hindus traditionally believe that the planets- Sun, Moon, Sevvai(Angaraka or 
Mars), Budh(Mercury), Guru (Viyalan or Jupitor), Sukkiran (Venus), Sani (Saturn) and two other 
celestial features known as Raghu and Kethu- have considerable influence of the life of mankind and 
they are worshipped in all Siva Temples. Special puja to Sani, particularly on Saturdays and that too in 
the month of Purattasi (Sep.-Oct) is done to ward off the ill effects. The altar was reconstructed in 2012 
with new murthis (with their Vahanas also incorporated in the carving) and a more ornate altar. 


10. BHAIRAVAR (KALA BHAIRAY): One of the manifestations of Lord Siva is called 'Bhairav' 
and in this form He is the patron deity of Kasi. In Tamil tradition, he is considered the guardian of the 
village or the Temple and it is a tradition to leave the keys to the temple every night at His feet after 
closing the Temple and collect them from there for opening the Temple in the morning.. 


11.CHANDIKESWARA: this saint is known for his extreme devotion to Lord Siva who became 
the Chief of the Siva Ghanas who guard the abode of Siva. There are many beliefs and traditions about 
rituals at this altar — one is to clap hands in front of the saint without too much noise presumably to 
attract his attention to mark your attendance; another belief is to show him that your hands are 'clean' 
and you are not taking anything from the Temple! 


12. ARUMUGASWAMY: Murugan's avatar — 'Arumugaswamy' — with 6 faces and 12 hands, is 


considered his Martial form when he fought and defeated the demon Suran. Beautiful and majestic metal 
statue of Arumugaswami is housed in an artistic altar by the Western Wall of the Temple. 


New additions/ modifications to Altars (2012) 





13. SARASWATHY: A new altar is created along the western wall for Goddess Saraswathy — who is the 
Goddess of Knowledge and Arts. She is worshipped especially by all students. Special pujas are done at 
this altar during Vijayadasami (Sept.-Oct.) day of Navarathri Festival. The children are initiated into 
learning ( called EDU THODAKKAM or VIDYARAMBAM) by guiding the children to start writing the 
alphabet in a plate of rice. Of course, there will be a lot of student attendees for puja at the altar during 
school examination times, praying for high marks and success. 

ea) 
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14. NAALVAR ( FOUR NAYANMARS): In the Saivite traditions, there are sixty three sages called 
"Nayanmars' — Ardent devotees of Lord Siva who have attained Sainthood through their intense devotion 
and charitable activities. Big Siva temples will have a gallery of their statues — either in granite or in metal 
— located behind the altar of Siva. The most famous festival associated with honoring the Nayanmars is 
Celebrated in the well-known Kapeeleeswarar Temple in Mylapore, Chennai India. Even though our 
Temple is quite big, still we could not accommodate altars for all the 63 Nayanmars. A special altar is 
created in a location between the altars of Parvathi and Natarja, in front of Siva, where the bronze 
vigrahas of the most popular four Nayanmars — Appar, Sundarar, Manickavasakar and Gnansambandar — 
are installed and daily pujas offered. 


An interesting and inspiring information about the special devotion each of them held for Lord Siva. Each 
Nayanmar handled his devotion to Lord Siva in an unique way. Ganasambandar's devotion is that of a 
child to his parents — the story is when Sambandar was a child of 5 years and when he was hungry and 
crying for milk, Siva and Parvati appeared from the heavens and Parvathi fed him Milk of knowledge ( 
Gnana) and he composed his first Thevaram starting with the words 'Ammayai Appa..' (meaning Oh 
Mother, Father). The devotion of Sundarar is that of a very close friend and his relations with Siva was 
that of a very close friend and he gets the blessings by demanding and going to the extent of taking Siva 
to task if the blessings are delayed. Appar, also known as Thirunavakkarasu ('King of tongue' — for his 
literary compositions) is a devotee who went through conversion/reconversion amid royal persecution. 
And his speciality is the absolute confidence in the power of chanting of Siva's name. The fourth, 
Manickavasagar was a Minister in the Pandyan Kingdom and his speciality is ‘Steadfast devotion with 
complete detachment from regular life’. 


15. DAKSHINAMOORTHY: Lord Siva, in the form of 'Dakshinamoorthy ( South facing Murthi) is 
considered as the Universal Guru (FIRST TEACHER). He is depicted as an ascetic sitting under a Peepal 
tree, teaching 'Gnana' to a few Rishis sitting in front of Him. The vigraha is usually located on the sides of 
Siva altar, in a Koshta altar facing south. Also, the statue is on the South face of the Vimana. Though the 
altar is only an auxiliary altar on the side of the main Siva altar, devotees do pujas to Dakshinamoorthy, 
especially on Thursdays ( Guruvaram or Teacher's day). For the benefit of the devotees, this side altar is 
renovated to a larger and more accessible size where more elaborate pujas can be conducted. 


ALTARS IN THE VAISHNAVITE TRADITION 


16. VENKATESWARA (VISHNU): Lord Venkateswara is the most popular form of Vishnu to be 
worshipped all over the world. In our Temple, He is installed as a very beautiful murthi, standing 
majestically 8 feet tall, bestowing His divine grace on all the devotees. This altar is also a 
moolasthanam and as such the Annual Brahmothsava Festival is celebrated with Flag hoisting and Ther 
(Chariot) festival. This main festival is celebrated for 9 days in Purattasi (Sept.-Oct.). One of the most 
beautiful services for Sri Venkateswara (Balaji) is the Poolangi Seva, when He is completely covered in 
colorful flowers. 


17. MAHALAKSHMI (SRIDEVI): As She is fondly known as 'THAYAR" meaning MOTHER, 
Goddess Lakshmi is the Goddess of Wealth and as the divine consort of Lord Vishnu, She is the one 
who helps us to His grace to have a fully protected and prosperous life on earth and the heavens. 
Special services like 'Varalakshmi Puja’, 'Dhana puja’ at the time of Diwali and the Navarathri are the 
main festivals at this altar. 


MCC 
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18. AANDAAL (BHUDEVI): Mother Earth in the form of Bhudevi is considered as the earthly 
consort of Vishnu and is depicted as 'Aandaal' and as an incarnation in Srivilliputtur. The famous 
Thiruppavai — a collection of 30 beautiful Tamil verses- is composed by her and is usually chanted 
during the month of Margazhi (Dec.-Jan.) in Vishnavite Temples. The most important festival at this 
altar is 'Adi Pooram Day' in August, considered as her birthday. There are seven moorthis of 'Sakthi' or 
Amman in this Temple, depicting different aspects of Universal Mother and Aandaal Moorthi is one 
of the most beautiful in style and decoration. 





19. RAM PARIVAR: As per the Hindu traditions and later day interpretation of the epics, Lord 
RAMA is considered as the Sixth incarnation of Vishnu and considered the ideal example for the 
mankind to follow. The Ram Parivar, meaning Rama's family- Sri Ram, Sri Lakshman (younger 
brother), Goddess Sita (Wife) and Sri Hanuman (the most ardent devotee)- is usually worshipped in 
a separate altar. In the Toronto Temple, Sri Rama altar is in a specially sculpted mandir with its own 
prakara. The main festival in this altar is the Rama Navami Festival (March-April). During the 2012 
Kumbabishekam ceremonies new beautifully sculpted granite statues of Sri RAMA, Sri LAKSHMANA 
and Goddess SITA are installed in the renovated and remodelled altar. 


20. SUDARSANA (CHAKRA): The Wheel in the hands of Vishnu is considered a_ separate 
deity named Sudarsana (Chakrathalwar) and is installed and worshipped in a separate altar. One 
can compare the worship of Sudarsana in a Vishnu Temple to that of the Navagrahas in a Siva 
Temple. Both the granite and the metallic moorthis of Sri Sudarsana are very intricately and beautifully 
made and depicted as a Wheel with thousand flames ready to destroy evil and protect the devotees. 
The special function at this altar is the 'Sudarsana Homa’ — a homam conducted elaborately to 
protect the devotees from all evil and bestow a safe and prosperous life. 








21. GARUDA: The King of birds — Garuda or Eagle — is usually installed as the vehicle or vahana of 
Vishnu, in a small altar directly across from Vishnu altar and worshipped regularly. 


22. SATYANARAYANA AND SANTHANAGOPALAN : a SPECIAL PUJA CALLED Sri 
Satyanarayana Puja’ dedicated to the worship of Lord Vishnu in the avatar of Sri Satyanarayana has 
become a very popular and widely attended in our Temple. A new beautiful bronze statue of Sri 
Satyanarayana is brought from India and installed in a special altar along the southern wall. The popular 
puja is done every Full Moon day with a large number of families participating. 


In the same altar, a new beautiful bronze statue of 'Santhanagopalan — Infant image of Lord Krishna as the 
Original Child from whom the Universe is evolved and gets absorbed at the end of 'pralayams' (final 
deluge). It is a belief of the devotees that they will get blessed with children if they do a special puja 
carrying the Santhanagopalan statue in their lap. 


23. AZHWARS : Like the 63 Nayanmars on the Saivite tradition, there are 12 names recognised as the 
‘close devotees of Lord Vishnu' collectively known as 'Azhwars ' including a lady devotee — Aandaal, 
who composed the Thiruppavai — a Tamil literary classic chanted as prayers at all Vaishnavite homes and 
temples. 


For general use, Vasanthamandapam, Sabha Mandapam (Ezhundharuli Mandapam) and other auxiliary 
structures have been renewed and painted in multicolor. 


In summary, this Temple represents the finest traditions of Hinduism in this far off land, satisfying the 
religious and spiritual needs of the Hindu community. 
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From Barren Land to Grand Hindu Temple — A Construction Journey 
T. Vignarajah 


Constructing a Hindu Temple in North America with adverse climatic conditions is a task quite different 
from building temples in tropical countries where the ambient temperature never goes below 18 deg C. 
The challenges presented to building an authentic and traditional Hindu temple are formidable and have 
had to be overcome by all the Hindu Temples in North America. Here is an excerpt of how we faced the 
challenges and overcame them gradually at the Hindu Temple in Richmond Hill Ontario Canada. 


The construction story of the temple begins with a 3.75 acres parcel of land on Bayview Avenue, bought 
by the Hindu temple Society of Canada in September 1981. The land had a perennial stream running right 
through it and the Eastern half of the land was several feet below its present level making the land quite 
worthless for any type of building due to its low elevation and the possibility of flooding. Nonetheless we 
proceeded to have a ground-breaking ceremony in a tent with an electric generator. The ceremony was 
attended by civic leaders from Canada and India. Access to the Eastern half of the land was provided with 
a wooden footbridge across the river. The land was undulating with rampant vegetation and was quite 
marshy. We even had a hobo hut in the property with a vagrant living there. 


Winter set in shortly after the ground-breaking ceremony was held. Planning for the temple was then put 
in full swing and we had many grandiose plans for three separate temples, Ganesha, Murugan and 
Perumal in separate buildings. Little did we think about movement of people between temples in the 
winter, especially barefooted. Soon, we were fortunate to receive an offer of a granite statue of Lord 
Ganesha from an Indian donor with free air passage, courtesy of Air India and knew then that we would 
be able to overcome any obstacles in the future. 


We had a mild winter and the snow was melting in April. Both women and men volunteers came on 
weekends and drained the marshes into the river, trying to make the land dry. We came to know that the 
Ganesha statue would be at the site on the first week of May and were forced to ready a temple to house 
the statue. When we approached the Town of Richmond Hill for approval, they would have none of it and 
said the whole process would take several months and that we should not waste the time trying to get 
any kind of permit. Ingenuity kicked in and we decided to build a temple 12’ x 8’ making it only 96 square 
feet, just less than 100 square feet. Any building less than 100 square feet is not classified as a building 
and is not covered by the Ontario Building Code. As far as the Town was concerned, our temple was 
nothing more than a garden shed and could be built anywhere. Of course, the only permanent occupant 
would be the statue and, possibly, one priest visiting it occasionally. Strictly speaking, it was not a place 
of worship and, to boot, had no public access. 


Most of the work including carrying all the concrete blocks, sand, cement and stones manually over the 
footbridge was done by volunteers cheerfully. We only hired a mason, and the temple was up in no time 
with altar, door, drainage, lighting and a level dry patch of land in front. 


The statue arrived just in time in pouring rain and was installed in front of a devotional crowd. To keep 
away the sun and rain, we had put up a tent in front of the temple. To save us from walking in the mud, 
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we placed used wooden pallets all the way from the bridge to the temple. There was some flat dry land 
west of the river which we used as a parking lot. 


People were now coming in large numbers and performing continuous archanas and abhishekams. We 
even did a Laksharchana or 100,000 archanas and donations were pouring in. Very soon, we paid off a 
loan of $100,000 borrowed to buy the land. Little did we think that, soon it would be winter and there 
would be no way we could stand in cold bare feet and pray. It was almost the end of August and soon it 
dawned upon us that there was hardly one month left to build a larger weather-protected temple. 


The then board of trustees decided to build a larger temporary temple to house a few hundred people for 
a few years until we come up with a plan and funding to build a larger proper temple. Again we 
approached the town and they gave the same answer, “It will take several months”. 


We were panicking and came up with a wonderful idea to bring in a trailer and house the temple there. 
Regular ATCO or MILLER trailers were too small. Hence, we decided to buy two flatbed transporters, place 
them next to each other and build our own superstructure. The town had no objection as long as the 
trailers had their number plates and the wheels, ready to move at short notice. Two 55’ long flatbeds 
were purchased second-hand at $1000 each with Saskatchewan plates. They were jacked up and placed 
on twelve concrete stilts to form a platform 50’ wide and 60’ long. We built a wooden structure over the 
platform with 100% volunteer labor. All the material was hand-carried across the river over the footbridge 
by devoted youngsters. The temple was heated and well lit. It even had a drainage system with a French 
drain for the abhishekam effluent. Just before the thanksgiving weekend, they moved our beloved Pillayar 
into the new abode and settled the idol in quite comfortably. People brought in warm water and cooked 
Prasadam. We made our own garlands and the winter went by with even more devotees coming. 


Spring came and we built a permanent bridge across the river with volunteer labor. Despite much 
skepticism, the bridge is still standing after 35 years of useful service. The land was waterlogged and quite 
muddy. As a temporary measure, we tried out a set of patio stones. We were lucky when a contractor 
offered to fill up the low-lying area with gravel to a height of almost ten feet at places and compact it in 
layers with 2000 loads of gravel at absolutely no cost to us. We took up the offer and the temple was 
shaking with the compaction and vibration of sheep-foot rollers for many weeks. The present temple 
stands on top of filled material. 


We, then, built an extension on the South side and installed a Durga statue. A modest five story gopuram 
was built in the front to give the temple an authentic look. A washroom, a septic system and a bore-well 
were all built to serve the devotees. Soon, the temple had piped hot and cold water from the well. The 
temple had all kinds of functions and many weddings that brought in a lot of income. We had only one 
full time priest and most of the work was done by volunteers, hence our expenses were limited. A couple 
of devotees and trustees took the trouble to pick up the priest from his residence everyday and drop him 
back. The temple soon began to acquire some reserve funds. 


Even as we were installing our first Ganesha idol, we were seriously thinking about building an authentic 
Hindu Temple in Canada in the most traditional way possible. Soon a renowned Sthapathi (traditional 
temple architect) was hired as a consultant and he began to draw plans for our future temple, while 
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staying at our house. He was given ample advice regarding the adverse Canadian weather conditions, 


however, he stuck to his traditional South Indian methodology and thinking. He tried his very best to build 
a temple to house all the popular Hindu deities within one building. One thing he was adamant about 
was not to allow the construction of any kind of toilet within the temple building. 


After much consultation and discussions, the temple began to take form, at least on paper. We ended up 
with a very large industrial warehouse type building with most of the columns removed. Inside the 
building we planned for several authentic temples. With the exception of temples for Murugan and 
Perumal, which had their superstructure protruding through the roof outside the building, the others 
were fully contained within the building. We also made provision for three majestic Rajagopurams in the 
front. 


Now we had to hire a Canadian architect and/or engineer to design the facility according to the Canadian 
building code and get us a building permit. We went through a rigorous selection process and selected a 
Canadian engineering company to do the design work and get us the building permit. The company 
worked in close association with our Indian architect and produced a set of drawings acceptable for the 
town of Richmond Hill. 


A building permit was obtained and we started looking for contractors to build the facility. To our shock 
and surprise the quotes, we got were more than four times what we budgeted. The Canadian contractors 
had no experience building temples and they did not want to take a chance, hence they had padded up 
the price to cater to any unknowns. The board members, in their wisdom, decided to become the 
contractor and build the temple themselves. One of the trustees with experience in Canadian construction 
stepped out of the Board and became the building superintendent. There was much enthusiasm and the 
temple was built within budget and schedule. In the process, we postponed the construction of the 
superstructures. The smaller temples and altars were built with only the lower portion of the two larger 
temples built. 


All the granite statues were brought from India and installed ceremoniously. The Ganesha and Durga 
statues were relocated from the portable to their final abode. We had a very grand Kumbabhishekam and 
people came from all over North America to see such a large temple with so many authentic smaller 
temples within it. Funds were pouring in and everything moved smoothly with hiring of priest, manager 
and staff. Many people who visited the temple for the first time from back home in India and Sri Lanka 
were amazed by the size and authenticity of the temple. They were also mesmerised by the many 
functions that took place regularly. The building was heated well and everyone could walk around 
barefoot within the temple even in mid winter. We had all kinds of festivals outdoors in the summer. The 
river once thought to be a hindrance proved to be a blessing afterwards. The temple and the devotees 
began to revere the stream as their own holy Ganga and conducted many functions and festivals on the 
banks. Though the river level changed with the season and become ice covered at times, it always had a 
flow of clean water. Though we do not notice it, the stream abounds with aquatic life and is monitored 
by the Toronto Conservation Authority and the Ontario Ministry of Natural resources. 


MMM 
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A few years later, the Board decided to finish the larger main altars and build the two large Vimanams 
(towers). We retained the original Sthapathi and entrusted him with the job. Little did he realize the 
severity of the winter and its consequences. Since most of the work was going to be done in the winter, 
it was not possible to work outdoors. Hence, we decided to build the Vimanams in four sections within a 
covered building and place it in location in the summer. The steel frames for the sections were designed 
and built according to Canadian Engineering Practice and the brickwork and plastering was left to the 
Indian artisans. Everything went as planned and the sections were lifted and placed on location in a day 
using the largest crane available in Canada. The lowest and the heaviest section weighed almost 100 tons. 





The temple was built and the Kumbabhishekam took place. Soon we had one of the worst winters in living 
memory and the masonry work by the Sthapathi proved to be inadequate. Repeated freezing and thawing 
spoiled the brick and mortar work. Large chunks of masonry fell off the Vimanam. However, the steel 
structure was intact. 


In the year 2000, it was decided to rebuild the damaged Vimanams. The entire masonry from the 
Vimanams was removed and replaced with precast GRC panes imported from Bahrain. The structural steel 
was re-used. The entire temple had a facelift and the unit heaters were replaced with ducted rooftop units 
for heating and air-conditioning. A front lobby was added with a basement. However, the Rajagopuram 
was not yet built though the foundation and concrete structure up to the roof was completed. A grand 
Kumbabhishekam was conducted for the entire temple except for the two main Rajagopurams. 


In the year 2012, another attempt was made at completing the two front Rajagopurams. However, 
difficulties with the GRC panel supplier prevented us from completing the work, though eventually the 
supplier shipped all the panels in small installments. The entire temple floor was tiled with natural granite 
stones afterwards. The two Rajagopurams were completed with available labor using the imported GRC 
panels. They have been in existence for more than two years and appear to stand up to the Canadian 
weather. This year, the Rajagopurams are being given a fresh coat of paint and made ready for a grand 
opening. 


This journey from a barren land to the completion of a grand authentic Indian temple would not have 
been possible without the countless hours of work performed by volunteers, some of whom also did 


double duty as trustees. Our sincere thanks to all of them. 
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Alphabetical List of all Past and Present Trustees of the Temple 
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RAJADURAI, S.R 
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BAHIRATHAN, NATHAN 
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BALASINGHAM, S 
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RAVINDRAN, N 





RAVIVARMAN, B 








GADDE, S.R. 





| SANMUGADAS, K 
































GANESAN IYER SASTRI, K 
GNANALINGAM, T SATHI, K.S 

ISWARAH KUMAR SATKUNARAJAH, T 
JEYANATHAN, K SENT MIVEDRS 
KALYANASUNDARAM, S SHANMUGASUNTHARAM 
KAMAT, V SIVAKUMARAN, M 
KAMINOULU, A SIVALINGAM, N 
KANDIAH, V SIVARAJAH , S 
KODEESWARAN, M SIVASATKUNASINGHAM 
KONDAPANENI, S SOMESWARANATHAN, J 
































KRISHNAN, S.S SUBRAMANIAN, N.R. 
KRISHNAN, V.G SUNDARESAN, S 
KUNJ VORA SUSANANDAN, K 
MADANAGOPALAN, R SUTHAKAR, N 
MAHADEVAN, M THARMARATNAM, P 
MAHESH ARAVAMUDHAN THIRUMALAI, T 





MYLVAGANAM, ARUL 





MEENA PILLAY 


VAIRAVANATHAN, C 





VEDA RENGAN 

















MOHAN, J.N VENKATARAMAN, K 
MOORTHY, R.K VENU THAMPI 
NAGASIVAKUMARAN, K VIGNARAJAH, T 
NAMBIAR, B.K VUAAYAKUMAR, A 
NATHAN, K VISVANATHAN, K 





NOWROSJI MADALA 








VOORA, S.K. 





PARAMANATHAN, P 


YACHAMANANI, P 








PAVALAGHANTHAN, M 





PUSHPARAJAH, K 


YOGESWARAN, S 
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Past Presidents 











M. Ampikapathi, V. Basaviah, S. Rajadurai, K. Sanmugadas, S. S. Krishnan, R.K. Moorthy, K. Venkatraman, T. Vignarajah 





{ 





Not in the picture: A. Arasaratnam, (Late) K. Sathi, (Late) N. Sivalingam 


Some Past Trustees 








Standing: Kunj Vora, P. Uthayakumar, B. Ravivarman, N. Bahirathan, Venu Thampi, Ram Pillai, 
K. Nagasivakumaran, J. Someswaranathan, M. Ragavan, K. Susanandan, Iswarah Kumar, K. Venkataraman. 


Seated: K. Nathan, K. Rajanayagam, S. R. Rajadurai, K. Sanmugadas, Meena Pillai, S. Krishnan, K. Jeyanathan, 
M. Ampikapathy, N. Ravindran, N. R. Subramanian. 
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Standing:  S. Jeyarajah, K. Rajanayagam, K. Nathan, P. Nirakulan, Suthersan, P. Jeyaganeshan, B. Ravivarman, 


K. Jeyanathan, S. Pranavan, Iswarah Kumar, 
Sitting: K. Nagasivakumaran, Puvananderan, J. Mehasan, V. Thambipillai, Subramanium, R. Pillay, Tharchanamoorthy, 


Vijayakumar, Maheshan, K. Susanandan 


Some Lady Volunteers 
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Standing: Vijaya Ganesan, Tulasi Ravindran, Geetha Thirunavukkarasu, Leelawathy Sriskandarajah, 
Arunthavanayaki Kandasamy, Sujeetha Rajasingham, Sabitha Chari, Aurushothy Nagasivakumaran. 

Sitting: Bhanumathi Basaviah, Kounthy Vimalan, Raji Ganga, Nanthini Tharmalinngam, Lakshmi Subramanian, 
Chandra Vignarajah, Sahundala Sivarajah, Shyamala Ravivarman, Sugantha Moorthy. 
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Me 


Priests 


MOT 





Sivamani Kurukkal, Hariprasath Kurukkal, Govindaraja Bhattar, Gopala Bhattar, Pankusa Kurukkal, 
Sivashangar Kurukkal, Gowreeswarasarma Kurukkal, Sivasuthan Kurukkal. 
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K. Karunakaran, T. Sriskandarajah, R. Rajaratnam, T. Sivanathan, P. Pathmanathan, 
V. Kandasamy, N. Ganesamoorthy 
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FROM A GRANITE BLOCK TO A POWERFUL DEITY 
(The story behind the beautiful idols and the great temple they are installed in) 


K. Venkataraman 


Whenever anyone wants to build and operate an authentic temple as per Agama traditions, the 
first task is to select a professional called ‘STHAPATHI’. The Sthapathi is both a temple architect 
and a seasoned sculptor, with expert knowledge in Agama rules and traditions. His expertise is 
used to design the statues to be installed in the altars, getting them carved and crafted under 
strict rules. He also helps the temple builders to ‘install’ the idols in Kumbabhishekam ceremonies 
and advises on the intricacies of regular worship in co-operation of the priests. Usually, the 
Sthapathi gets his expertise by not going to some school or college, but through heredity. For 
generations, spanning even several centuries, his forefathers would have been famous 
Sthapathis. 


Our Sthapathi, Sri V. Janakiramana Sthapathi of Walajabad in South India is one such professional 
hailing from the long line of expert sthapathis going back to the rein of Chola king Raja Raja Chola 
in the year 1010 AD. His forefathers were great Sthapathis who designed and built the great ‘Big 
Temple of Thanjavur’. He and his brother, — the well-known Sri Ganapathy Sthapathi of 
Mahabalipuram, proudly display the honorary title ‘Raja Raja Perunthachchan’ given to his 
forefathers by the Chola king, on their letterhead. 


Once the Sthapathi is selected, he will be given the details of the kind of temple, altars etc. 
expected by the sponsor, including the details about the location and the land where the temple 
is to be built. The Sthapathi will first ‘design’ the temple, altars to be built, vigrahas to be made 
and installed and all the associated works as per the Agama Sastra and Silpa Sastra. These sastras 
describe the rules and regulations of sculpting idols of deities as well as all the sculptures to be 
created in the temple structure like the Vimanams and towers adorned with various figures etc. 


Then comes the important and delicate task of designing the idols of deities, acquiring the granite 
blocks with specific properties, carving the required figures using the Sthapathi’s 
disciples/workers called ‘silpis’ (sculptors), transporting the completed idols to the temple site, 
participating in the ‘installation’ ceremony called ‘Pradhista Kumbabishekam’ and starting the 
regular worship of that deity in that altar with qualified priest(s) according to the agama 
traditions and rules of worship. 


Every ‘Moolavar’ or main deity installed in our temple, and the other main altars along with 
associated subsidiary altars called ‘parivara altars’ were ‘installed’ and have been worshipped for 
the past 30 years. Strictly speaking, under Agama rules, our temple encloses three (3) temples. 
A proper temple is defined as one having a Moolavar, a flagpole (Kodi kambam), a Rajagopuram 
(Royal tower) and which traditionally celebrates an annual festival (Brahmotsava). Our Temple 
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has three such ‘temples’ — with Ganesha, Murugan and Perumal as the three Moolavars, 
surrounded by appropriate parivara altars. 


We can take the Murugan altar as an example to illustrate all the activities mentioned above. 
Incidentally, after the altar had been consecrated with Kumbabhishekam done on 2 July 1988, 
and worshipping had started, we learnt that the statue of Murugan was the largest Murugan 
statue installed and worshipped in any temple in the world. The Murugan vigraha is a majestically 
standing Siva Subramania Swamy vigraha measuring — from peetam to kreetam (base to crown) 
— just over 8’ in height. 


How did it happen that way? We gave our ‘wish’ for the specifications of the altar and the vigraha 
to Sthapathi. Considering the big population of Hindu devotees who would be patronizing our 
temple, we requested the Sthapathi to design the altars and the vigraha inside within the 
appropriate Agama rules — Siva Aagma for Saivite altars and Pancharathra Agama for 
Vaishnavaite altars — in such a way that about 1000 devotees can stand in the temple hall and 
watch the abhishekam, puja etc. with a clear view. The Sthapathi came up with outstanding and 
unique designs and structures for the Main ‘moolavar’ altars of Murugan and Perumal following 
the Agama and Silpa Sastra rules . In the process, with Lord Muruga’s grace, His statue turned 
out to be the largest Muruga vigraha in worship in the whole world. 


The different stages in the transformation of a simple granite block into a beautiful ‘empowered’ 
and worshipped deity are described here. The raw solid block of granite is just a ‘stone’ in the 
beginning. It is not considered holy, and people including the silpis can even walk on it with shoes. 
In the next stage, the carved idol is called ‘vigraha’ or ‘statue’ with some ‘holy’ powers and gets 
certain measure of respect. The next stage of transformation happens when it is installed in an 
altar and ‘Prana Prathishta’ ceremonies done ‘empowering’ it with appropriate powers, at which 
time it is called ‘moorthy’ (a person with life). In the final stage, when the moorthy starts being 
worshipped it is called ‘deity’ receiving the respect accorded to divinity from all the devotees. 
From this point, no one, including the silpis, may enter the altar or even the temple wearing shoes 
or other footwear. 


Let us now trace the ‘history’ of the activities involved in the carving of the vigraha. The drawing, 
shown in Picture 1, is the ‘design’ drawn by the Sthapathi for the vigraha to be made and installed. 
Note the measurements shown on the side and the majestic style of the Vigraha which was 


proposed to be installed in Toronto. 


All vigrahas in the Agama temples are carved out of blue granite with certain magnetic properties. 
Under the silpa sastra, the stone is given gender-based qualities. Male deities or idols are carved 
out of a stone designated as male, the female deities from ‘female’ stones and all the other items 
like pillars, vahanams etc. from ‘neuter gender’ stones. The appropriate gender designation is 
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given based on the ‘tonal’ qualities of the stone. The ‘Servarayan Hills’ mountain range near 
Salem, India has been the ‘most preferred source of the granite blocks used in making the temple 
idols. Picture 2 shows the location of Servarayan Hills in Tamil Nadu. Pictures 3 and 3a show the 
granite quarry and boulders from the quarry dug out for the statues for our Temple. The granite 
blocks were taken to the workshop in Walajabad and silpis started carving out the vigrahas as 
designed by Sthapathi, under his guidance and supervision (Pictures 4 — 6). The finished items 
were taken to Chennai where they were inspected and certified for export as authentic statues 
freshly made (and not stolen from any existing temple) (Picture 7) before they were loaded into 
containers for transport to Toronto. Once received in the Temple, the idols went through pre- 
installation activities like Dhanyathivasam (covered in grains and stored), Jalathivasam 
(immersed in water) and Sayanathivasam (put to bed) for a few days each and installed in 
elaborate religious ceremonies called ‘Prana Prathishta’ and Kumbabhishekam. A specified 
number of homa kundams were built and ‘yagnas’ were conducted to attract the ‘powers’ of that 
deity from the atmosphere into ‘kalasas’ (metal pots containing waters from holy rivers). At the 
end of the prescribed chanting, water from the kalasas was poured over the deity already 
installed in the altar, with a ‘Yantra’ or a copper plate carrying an etched specific geometric 
pattern, inserted at the base. All the powers gathered through the Homam were transferred to 
this base plate (Yantra) through a silver wire connecting the Homakund and the statue during the 
chanting. Also, gold, silver and navaratna gemstones were put over the yantra buried under the 
base. The belief is that all the powers of the deities have been ‘charged’ in the yantra. As is the 
custom, the gap between the base and the statue was caulked with a chemical paste called 
‘Ashtabandhana Compound’ containing red wax, ‘kunkilium’ etc. which has some insulating 
properties. 


It is believed that the powers of the moorthy, thus energized into the Yantra and safeguarded by 
the Ashtabandhana last for about twelve years and as such Kumbabhishekam ceremonies are to 
be conducted every twelve years to keep the Yantra reenergized and fully charged to bestow the 
devotees with blessings from the deity’s power continuously. 


The altars in our temple, first ‘installed’ in 1988, have gone through two such ‘Kumbabhishekams’ 
in 2001 and 2012 as well as one subsidiary or interim Kumbabhishekam, the Vimana 
Kumbabhishekam in 1996. The temple is now slated to undergo a second such subsidiary 
kumbabishekam in 2017, the Rajagopura Mahakumbabhishekam, to consecrate the newly built 
three Rajagopurams or Royal Towers in front of the three ‘Moolavar’ altars. 


Let us all take part in the Rajagopura Mahakumbabhishekam, with awareness and respect for the 
great traditions and knowledge underlying the ceremony. 
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Significance of Kumbhabhishekam 


Mr. Kidambi Raj and Mrs. Sabitha Chari 


Kumbhabhishekam refers to the Hindu ceremony that is performed to consecrate (sanctify) a temple. The 
name alludes to the sprinkling (abhishekam) of the temple with the sacred waters from the pot (Kumbha). 
The ceremony is done to inaugurate a temple or to re-consecrate it after its initial inauguration. It is to be 
done at the appropriate time on an auspicious day in a prescribed manner. 


The Agama Sastras ordain re-consecration of a temple once in twelve years “Punar-udhaarana 
kumbhabhishekam” . Through the redress of difficulties and grievances of the devotees, the inherent 
spiritual powers of the idols are diminished over a period of time. It is also possible that through 
unintended deficiencies (apachaaraas) while conducting poojas, prayers and aaraadhanaas etc. to the 
installed deities, the idol’s energy gets progressively diminished and demands rejuvenation. A 
Kumbhabhishekam 1s periodically done to renew the force or power. 


At times, major repairs or renovations have to be done to the temple. The consecration done after 
renovation is called “Jeernod-dhaarana Kumbhabhishekam”. 


The Kumbhabhishekam we are performing this year is the 4th one for the temple. It 1s an unique one in 
that it is called Rajagopura Maha Kumbhabhishekam, since it is done to consecrate the new 
Rajagopurams (towers). 


We have three new Rajagopurams — one for each of the principal deities - Ganesha, Muruga and Perumal. 
The towers for Muruga and Perumal are 5 levels high and have 7 Kalasams at the top. The tower for 
Ganesha is 3 storeys and is adorned by 5 Kalasams. Various sculptures adorn the tower walls. Shipped 
from Bahrain, the Rajagopurams for Muruga and Perumal were assembled here at the temple; the one for 
Ganesha was designed by a Sthapathy, a special temple architect, and built here. 


A Kumbhabhishekam 1s traditionally done according to the Agama Sastras. The word ‘Aagama’ generally 
refers to the Vedas. However, the descriptive literature under the heading Agama elaborates on the rituals 
beginning with the selection of the site, the Pratishta rituals and, finally, the Kumbhabhishekam itself. 


In our Kumbhabishekam function, we have carefully included in the Agama rituals, recitations from 
Vedas, Tamil Pancha Puranams, Prabandhams, etc. finally culminating on 27th August morning with the 
consecration of the new Rajagopurams. 


The highlight of the Kumbhabhishekam ceremony is the pouring of the sanctified water from the pots 
over the top of the gopurams by the priests, at an auspicious moment, to energise the entire temple. 


Significance of the Rajagopuram and the Kalasami....... 


The Gopuram, a prominent feature of the Hindu temple architecture, is the gateway into the temple 
complex. In Tamil, the word ko meant King or ruler and puram meant space or settlement. It was also 
known as Onggu nilai vaayil or towering or imperishable gateway. The word also has its Sanskrit root in 
gopura which means town entry or gateway. 


Symbolically, the Rajagopuram represents the feet of the deity. A devotee bows at the feet of the Lord at 
the entrance as he steps into the temple and proceeds towards the sanctum sanctorum, leaving behind the 
world of worries. On a cosmic level, the temple tower acted as a lightning conductor in olden days, as it 
was the highest structure in that area. 
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The main entrance (from just one or all four sides) usually has a giant structure called Rajagopuram. It is 
said to represent the majesty and the authority of the society, standing tall and displaying pride and 
prosperity. With its mighty doors and huge sturdy walls, it even functioned as a fort to protect the entire 
town in ancient days. So, it served both aesthetic and strategic purposes. The Rajagopurams vary in size. 


The towers on top of the altar where the deities are installed, are comparatively shorter and called 
Sannidhi (Altar) Gopuram or Vimanams. 


In concept, the crest of the Rajagopuram has the same significance of representing the central zone in a 
building which is the energy field area of the building. This energy field in three dimension is taken to the 
top level of the gopuram and this confers spiritual benefits to the visitors of the temple. 


Kalasams are assembled sets of concentric cone, cylinder and globe shaped metallic structures which are 
installed on top of the Gopurams. The Sannidhi Gopurams or Vimanams have just a single Kalasam, 
whereas the Rajagopurams have multiple Kalasams. 


There are strategic connotations to these Kalasams: 

e The Kalasams are usually made of an alloy of five metallic elements, such as Copper, Gold, 
Silver, Brass and Lead. They are filled with seeds of essential grains and pulses, such as rice, 
millets, corn etc., and completely sealed with special compounds. The seeds are very well 
preserved for years, through natural irradiation from Sun, against infestation (from within the 
grains) and decaying. In case of natural calamity such as floods (deluge or fire etc.), the seeds 
from the Kalasams are to be used for re-germination and development. Traditionally, the 
Kalasams are refurbished and refilled with new selected grains, about once in 12 years. 

e Inolden days, kings were known to store precious stones, gold and silver in the Kalasams so that 
in times of financial distress, they could use them to revive their kingdom. The recent fire that 
engulfed the Rajagopuram in Sri Kalahasti temple in Andhra Pradesh, India, revealed lots of 
precious stones stored in the Kalasams. 

e Since the towers had been the tallest structures traditionally in any old town or village, and the 
Kalasams had high copper content, they were believed to act as lightning conductors (as they had 
innate grounding system). It was rare for the Kalasams to blow up due to a lightning strike. 


Benefits of Kumbhabhishekam..... 
The Kumbhabhishekam ceremony has everlasting effect on the entire society. The Aagama sastra says: 


Sarvaroga nivirtyartham, sarva yaaga phalapradam, 
Sarva sampathkaram nreenam putrapoutrabhi vardhanam 


It is conducted with the sole purpose of eradicating all illness, obtaining good benefits from various 
Yagaas, deriving rich benefits for the well being and for the health propagation of the progeny. 


The Sanatana Dharma postulates, “Vasudhaiva kutumbakam” - the whole world is one family. 

The Puranaanuuru./92 resonates with , "Yaadhum Oore Yaavarum Kelir" - to us all towns are one, all 
men our kin. 

The Rigveda (RV- 1.164.46) resolutely says , “ekam sad vipraa bahudhaa vadanti” - wise men call the 
ONE (Supreme) by many names and forms. 


Indeed, the Kumbhabhishekam brings all-round prosperity not only to any particular group or devotees, 
but also to the society as a whole. 


SARVEY JANAH SUKHINO BHAVANTU 
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G&NMLT GPEFROTLO C&T. L/ovorovofluiLo 


ANG ANS) Wre_omm UNsuUs ANH. QeuqyoHed MoOL_HSMSNwW WTMLUMAM THEG AOL FHFMW GUMIOGUM!. siHlayiud 
QHs) Fowssougrs DMHs) USH OHH aumpusmHEeE HID Chott QEWH YoooorNwus GQuMjw CuMTGW. Wwelgyjyaepoq WOCW 
AUTPSMSOUS CHUAN OGMuNe AOwOHHs CETMUusHe JOM uss QGEsSormen. siHley, GQuomA, samme, AbsHssy 
GFWed UBW AMoT, ®L_VeMWOUY sToTLCT WEMNF UMOMSECS DHHS TIME. Heer BIMhEmem, Hes SMfwuniamm, Qeonms 





AHTBIGSMET TOEMD VEWUBNEG THM AMoomnuns MearnGus) MHS WolHuNManGu. 


'CaErModledeot eafled GGQulGHsS GousvoLmd", "QpeowiLd GSHM(iPeus) FMoveyld Herm)" stom SGSAMCSMU WGHSG SG, 
QuBeMwwyib CeTUuUs) CarMeonGd. CaralaysG Cai SAYG GCEFUUS PIQCSIYPWOIGW. BL,owD OTUs BLosorl_cusoieor 
QUAL. HOS Aout QomumMLi bo owmUuGAsmM QPL_wongGw. Canahed stomus Luljsaher HAomeveucm4Aw Benmeuco 
THFHSHM QHS4TM QLwoOIGd. Ooms mMGD MwMss) syou Mwunusjns QGuwlgMwo goowmseMe sulfied Omw 
Gureo MerhsA Q\_séloormny. 


AW DAMWOUMU HID AKMUHH UNTHHTD Wl ®L Od FHMVUIGOD CHOW W®MUYSEHD BAM) FSSTHIFSEHWD 
GMUAL LUGS MAME. Qi Wego Snome HrLig Smo HUITHS UPSAGESGHD (NoOmule Garaled simwnhHenongnre 
STOTOMNETTED, UTS, (PsmCSryjb, ANjevSsen BFoor SosMSeN, eeoranyh GamgsHOuUL, Ape SHeucmmuled eflujyo Sud. 
UMseCaraMed CSrmmMb ®LMCaraledlet uUMWMEOLd sTHUSMEG "STWCWM Cement SGwWsTwd BilgsMWOWTS cro HA HHTYs 
SIFT CHUM UPD, "ered CUGBMICSTUNE LateHILLOL QLEOWILD" sToTIM HlHeLpeoHler AUHWOHATW elpeowd HM Caefleymevm. 


TTQGCHSTUIMISEH CLM), VHDL, TY, POTUG Moncvagen stor HMVOSSUUGH SIMS. clpsMIploncvsoner QrGILd0, ClEMUotLd, HLpHsH) 
TH KLNPSTM) HAUMAFAMFSMMUWO, LHF Honcvsner Ceol, Cared, Sons, HTSG, HT ctor KOGunMamenuywo, sy 
Homose SUGUTMISGCETH Wenld, YSS THOM QyoINHoW CejfhH, QomUs) Memos ss GCpnh Gejhs AHS, 
ASMIGMD 4HTUFTGD. HAFTUG HID YMayvums BMAeom Cewmurhsemm ceed ANG SFHMwiwmssi_oo ug 
GUTBEN_S#led CeevevGeussGw stom CSILUTLOML GENT suTsoavser HHOSG oMensé sn_OSloomen. 


AVUAFCFG UTOIWIHS CMLYMAONM BAMOUUS) VHToM) CHIE ssjan Stow INH OQoom) amy Seow S_ Owe 
AMOUY HOL(PoOMule QHHF UGAMmMs. CUIhE HMAMemM yreCanyjymismm UNFsFGWCUIS) Qenmeumenu ummHw 
AHFMO HOF) QHWHH 6 CHMooM) AoviMeo. UO MNVEEHSSULITCD QIGHHD Canyons SVASHTOM WESELD Mommeumonu 
UDMIW! STHHTSTLD JOUGPAUTOHA QOMUMSOUUMHMW AHHFMoMT uUHHYL oo QHWW YHHIOOIIFAW LO YoMSA WW IML Hooms. 


2MVEOFUMPSNIHCHTAMSNWSUSTAW QomMeust HMenwotrsser 2WWW QUEL usvCum) AGECWo GSS VMS S1HH! 
FFXQAFS) UGSOMI. AHS ®CHUMFEMMNGU Amvsonns ugg Mom Cojyssmisons mpHsGgmésé Cewgs) mMsAgs 
ULALTG CEWAlSTGMT. SowOworeiHhCe QenmMeucesr AGHYGHUSMS TOSTNSH SMG DSW F64) FrovIEMFSHAwHOs 
JOUGSHUSMG wnssnenod  BMOSSUULGH  AeunsenfunjsnuLLnésnqwunjse  Lomsljid,  Umeuenso, Alflonwieen, 
CHO HAIMIsen, GUsOHATHEN, BewmisenGursim  uflun_G CHenmscnned  BsehluNayd, Gbusfayd  sanrgs), 
AMUTAMETMD, YMOMST CEWWUULH BMGOvSMMSSuu_L Qeomeumlesr HGHyGgussGo Cejog AGHuGgss hlomev 
CUOMO GH! Bow CSTGSEHEG® AGM YMUonmM VEewWsCe wWaMt EGWUTUGASwotGW. GWUINGASHMS GLOVE, 
FOYCITFAQIL, HJHFGL Horofyr_G QuUGAMion csroorMw AMUYM GeneveouuG Hooms). 

QOMUML LD MHoTOU VEYHHUDS TOT USF). USF oMU COMUPSHAUSMES WnowFSs YOR, UNTIHS Yonsg Chew leotGmmd. 
QONOUDIFEG QVF#A ood SIMNCASW Usvs9PHAoored HOM, YHOMSSMNeotred HPFFOET, STUGU MHCUSWUWD, QHTHeMo, 
UNJHFoQed, MHWEVSSTI CHSOW Hommsmns Csncws OQuyme ctoiCou  seowmseile  mheonrQun dem 
WGAMIMFOUMIGET, HFHW YoMRaen ctooTuUEUMMed SHH SPAT Worms Qh MMouuGssH HOS) Berens  snWsmquied 
QEOMUMEN AT UPHA GME CEUIH) HTT HID HOIUHMS DHNHH) BCT ust Us CEWUcus CQencouusMmoxr ssid vor cuss 
ClETHH| STECVMD Borst CWE HM6T CEWUS QeoMILD Bove, AT6HIM SHV HFHHIL oo HOO SHO AhHMenujLoo cumpGounons. 


"OTC QHT: NPACHT UMUHF) TOMTVHHEFOM LOMO OO LEU!" 
Feu &. CHHvaujHnssG (HES 
Héoon_aMled OH Qeow (Posroomen MFSW GG 


MUM TCO EEOC 
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BBS) FLOW Aovrosr aise 


FOULS F CEZWONTHIFIG HHS 
AF WoT AND 9) HF) HOw (poster rar NTHwW Gh 
(HH TM Foy LD 
Ae Heres FoNod IPSOIOWWNISL CuUMHMUUHUS ONYH, HSITPLOMHL. AosOuchiorosilesr 
FOTBOM OHHH CHTOMMUS HHITPOTHLO. QH IPS (PHU QB\HUSOSMH UpsmiHoit C)srovor 
GSIT HFT MFVYL AMHSSISF OFTOVUUHDA SMe! HonsamMwngsot Ls HTovmsHoihor 
GAIT WiTooMvsHot, ASTWexfl LoToOe, Oao FHS oro) ClenoVLIUHDAHaAy Aosyid FS5)uf Lb 
QMoIrb55IS Q)HSSOM WTO BOMFEDHSS CuowHwd som HasnsosANod AmuvwIsSs 
FOUL YHSHCHOS!. WHAT Mums MODSSUUHUWCUIG) Aoucmgwimgsor ,FosrosflwitG) Hor, 
FLOW AFFITIWISM FLOW HDIOPL TorsG oT CUT HAITI WIV Yorlus BoAw wg. 
GSINFY LWTEHOV HoRMUJLO GLITH) HTL BFMT FRIST B)(HUUIF) YUP WLOTGLD. Q)SFoor1ts HiOS/ 
2 ATOT(LPLD LYM (LPLh FITWICH LOW LD, NHWI ATS (LPL oot Harm Hh. 


a4) 


HouuTH a. Se QHoa CaroMw sTDGSey crommM Os5waTs uFAler cuypluled CHmosrmus 
IFAM OT FTCTAOH THAD ATUOUSH HOTHS WU FTLOUGOV YoNS Hh HOTGHW. Q) Sort (9) HHI 
FOWSHO UKE CHTLOTSET crosM) CUTDD apuaHeIGCmnLb. AuFeromsonNed 3NSSy 
GuTMHMLUDougd OMYURHwWTGW. aNyG) crouUFOHG UCWw1l, GFF, Toosy, HHbm) erosrmy Licv 
QuussoaT Oso) Yo psHorprstsor. Gooner OFVUFSMSSOSTIDUU OYG), UTOIw Sonos 








Guns) oTPLUILIG! UOVLOLD, QOL WM SOT VUTTLOSD STUUG) TooFop, 2 WIHFSIL GUTHOUUG) US! 
DOHbD, Veucsromm pwotsoyLb, FTLUVTSAYLD Q)HUUSTO ChoactosiMTGd. aI yew msuled 
THSH HF ONG GOYSH AYSEG (PSUWISCGoT ULSG (pSwrsGour Hlosrm) Flour Flas eresrms 
Cerda) sev, O6HM) wngy, DsruYor CHIipHated QjorG worse HaoT ()TosT(), 
ANVALILOL QI, PHG. SUPSSH) crosrm) UGlormm) Q)imisMay. BHaited, mA sm_y aso, 
CronFaMINOSOTSN (PSGMSOMTS SNUUT) HHYM TOGO. DYBoow C)HGHM), was, mssoNod 
THSDH UTOMLILL HUD) 2 FHTOTOMLD (FH LD. 


ANYA OW HIFFSNLL Q) HHS UMTHFHO QUT QB) HOS FUpLW UVIIOMS CLogylhH onouHH) WW 
uUsFBuytor cunw®) Hou Fe crosrm Gervdod) sores) SGP FHHT cucsrerh LF Coucssr(H) Lp. 
AMNYHUIG AMUCHU CuSVHOM, ASOLVAHM, 2UBLABAM, LYITOOoImHot, HHpPwYHoi, HSSTBS 
FIMFSIHSA CTOTIUD MO AMULUITH MOU YHSRCHOS). FLOW GIO BG Ch TOF UBS 
FUMIO HoH! DGYeopuled LD fh S) TLD TH OY LD, Cou 50TH oy Lb, AF LDLDITH OY Lb, FOTOS 

PLPLIUISIL , HICH OOS FHUS/D, CWOTHHPHOSS SOUS, CUMCTUBOS SHULD, (9) HoH WS GHL, 
DDI CDF FF GLE, UWoITS Q)\hUUEILD HHbCM eTesT I Cumpplu LITLG WI CH or Wy @iTOTTITD. (5 )ev our 
C5) LITLp eTesTLISy QU AGusmIiouT AAG HTD HOMSMU(HL ONL4H), HATTPLO (lpHovitest Fou 
ASTCHHAO MN HOM HS) OFUTHOMTE FHLPGou TL. 





G) (th Lo oor 


Qa! W5SDO Ooomougsat SHSoT 291 UID SNUG HGwosr sry cro Cletodaywo 
DH WoeornGid. GTO ott! AMIPSSUUGL HHwWesr HTN HTMLSHL_1g ows GO) rows) 
LAM TAMAYO HENGISH/LO, Q)oo1_ulod wan TovspHuNcsr USF 6oWU GMA GD LOY GF TCorLb CFITSSI 
BTL Qi DIQasrorAarmnssor, FHSSHO QHoucms GH) FHSoIOIGL. Loy Hchapowr 
LITOTS DANS LITFVACH OT CHTMIOSHAM SHAM OAAMTO FHT HTT) HLPONUS ID HS 
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QLFDOS WPT] L_ HT HVHF AHS PHUMW TOT Hon Lo oss Govor GH TNF HS COLD (GLb. 


LITBSTOONGT UITHTTOMN FSG 2 WFYSGHLD 2UNMGSGFL SF) ol UOS 2 oops sib QUTHLG) HHourg- 
Guna OpoiMuled Q)ruUmAog. wsSHUG QevUGwW COebar7b ospiulest bse. 
FOMAGHS Cus FIMDINFSOHSG NIStTomb VQatDSGN al somownms NSD mUsSHTOO 
Q)Oaus. ALPUMISM ST UTHIBNSOHAG TMM QSIDSGD OsScsamoWNT HHwos HTLIM GT SLp 
LITE HUSH QVPUT WHTAM AYO YFG CHF, HITTWUOM, LOTHU, CETANES, ONAYSI, LOH) HOT, 
HANanlsjw, estos, Wf5T, anwhapGss, USwWGTU, HIGWIST orosrm) Liosrost)ossr(5) |ITLO ISOM 
(PSHWL. QES HOUNISF HTDHSOOTF OF TVENL Litto Toh) Q)L_HSMNed FH HHTOBSAOONT YQ) HS 
Asrorunisor Q)uuy Usb BISOSF CltodeLI Gum OsSOarotusTGvGw ‘mHTLoLb 
CGuln@agy' cram) Ouws cups aN Lg. 


[BI (F LO LD 


Wena S_YUIENhHS SWMSSUULL GUNGWSOS Quowvsor sSHSoT OHOHMUG Hovsw1s 





QUOSOaTeTUSTO BUNS FOW SAVEMFMOSYW,OVAMSOSYD CIHSHS AM HUSTS 
AOD MAHOS). HhoOoIsFSH)otGurs CMT OGWILWSFCMIM WewoIWS OHHH HHOTUSOWL SL 
GUNGLSOS OppHPuvayd, OpHH HM yay, HNGwawnsousHPayid Q)Haisor epovid 
FHSAOUTA SIO TN. F5H) ouumT yGouo FHSS Ouorseno housFsR5oTs (3)HS5H) 
ATFFIMM, LUFTTBHOT OFUIF) FFRUNGT CHULTS BITHSS) Vf) HS) est Gm rb. 


FihF OLD 


HAYIMOTS HO FSMD FHSOT WIMSMOHHLS HWTMSSUUHUS FHSOTOTHWO. SHOUTS! 
OpOH OUST BHULFHUIG USPoOOW UY OMFSHSFrYW LPM TUS) HT BOD HS| MMA). FHSS OS 
Fopss OEHMud ypu wSHuld Yolugstod 21 GoeNsTFAwoolrHng. Q)aaNtsoons 
"ACForIFs gn" crosman. QsortGouGu OpHMular SHUUIGHUIMss1 HNvsib Q)HYusoHsqG HW 
(paGortFsot CHIDSHPSSMISAM. FEFCUSHOO CFCHFHSOMD, ClouowsF HFCL, SMHCHFHSOMLD oreo 
AV UMS 2 TH). AOUSOGHSDH AO FSHSOHL 2 OVD). QonuaM FG YING YS STVHSONG 
ATAUMVIAMNF UOT HIMWASMTTD HICH CFUISMNOT SEOLAWIS AUMFOOMU COT FHSOSS MOM 
HNC ays O)euwi F)m 1TH aM. Q) Sore Qennoucher Fh GiwerfluyLo, oTL0a/ 2 @TOM(LPLb 
GoNTFA Won _G) ory oo. 


TLIGO LI 





HGHRUYS, HIUYO cram VetowouGPAaAM Qh ans Hrored yooroigy of TroNgroslesr 
DGEComMuU® wogpssrQih STIMU oHM Ouwus Oanaorh BopsHorGynrb. Qsorred 
FIUOUSE ADS AMUYSOT 2.owrH. HoIF AFFSUUHDSHUS, 2 GTISHSOT, SHA OVS or 
ALSOSLI GUT GUS, GFUTHOHSHL, NYISOHSGHLD B2SHSSISOILD BAOWHS TOM. 
GFOUMICAPFSANOWY SATVUHAMD 108 STIMIAMIVMIST FrIFFD NIFC BVFIFHOHF AOSWTS 
APMMIFSUUDAOS. HACUIO HSS GWUSHHGW. GwusHSGHHS/ LUSH OH GW 
AFM IMME THIDSHUSHFGD SIIMUSSUIM) UWSUPSSU UBDHHOF. Aw AHNonwsom ost 





CUTE OUHS FU, HUT STMwHSsoNeT Cuts STUMUSOTT® Cons ugalvter uANsTLb 
Gort iMod {WwlINS5UUDANS. HIsoIsSTOVHBFMO SIUM Yow 2 esaier Gio 
GUILD epHaustad Ajasomr Carapis OYSHTS) oToTUS) MGS. STO, craTeH ailapasy oes 
FITFAO HHS GorommMucou. AuQuMotoe: OppDMsroreMal HES CararmMu s.soiloow 
FIMSTLI GLUITUIGHFUNG HTowIEd LOOM SFSFILUCHLILI YO GT CL MOUSSE AMO! (SHS OHL OT 
(YHSU OQugworer YusHNSSTF. Quwiy AMULY cumuips QonauMer Acrormsoor Aor! bSy 
UPL Qonwheorty C)umHmsui Cosmos. 
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QFrvouLLnws QFaiGaiat: Acv Honesto Barr 
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QH CETUNWFGS GL (PUSS Mpr SSG Curgy, YSCaralod uerssAomws 

OSM FF5FSHOGLS YUL UMTISS QHUT WISH Ao STL Asa a Nooo. Gurred 
QOUHMD HBFFNUMIVEHV. HAST OSG SL H5S !. Q)SHI_A Sort Q)FCaraNod Qam_sHyoiror 
LOS (PFHWW TET UTWTD MO) DHPYAAM o1oTUF/ LW FGMOLIGVI_S FH5S). SSL Pons ZJouonm 
AUT IDSHILD Qh (NPuWNFGuw. 


STF) 1 


1988 -Q)od Qo Brean crosrm) Honore. Cr_ororostGro, No ovr. aed ( Richmond Hill) GaralcDa Dow 
QI IWowr WSU UL oT GUA Oa rovrg HFAHGHoH. “TILL ous (lp (hsSOoT 

UY UMOFGOGUAH, TUUGEF AUFUIMTWM UW’ MPTFSHWMUF AOVENU QL] UEHLOSHT orostm/ 
CELAGCMSH. BOT, THIGH FTOVUIG Qonnacmo1s HwToNSS), (pHsohlosr Dus tas 
MGVTESOS WISHSO CletodoIS QarowtGr OFM UGW Sar AHUL Vos! sini Qyeomw Hana 
QH OFOMS Fost ator WHEmor S01 Aula FHSS ots) NuNsH ors. cro FGI 
YOONFE) OS). “Hur Twos wT” crs) HTD UpPLh stare ait QONSHS O)S TL BGS) OSH). 


SML_F) 2 


1988 OVS) 1990. DHUYSL HS) TFs Or_oagrasG_rIMo SG UBANGHSHO AUT. AnorAfnprssT 
THCSADIL “FHuUFuItocmust’ sa QUWEHTL UIWSTUDSS Q)HSAOTIT ora) Io HD HIYSLYP 
BISIGo CEODAGw er Soni Fuld ‘QorrGor qosrasy), Aco Gowr Hovs1raay)’ sos) B) HFG QH 

PHO AUTH O YT DHUYSO LPS Sovr HL SH) Go ow. 


ABSS DGIYSY : 
a ok COI a Cala CO) eat) O12 IT CUI CO! 
FOFHOM FTTH ON FOTS MTOM 


QerHuuigs BTFONS CUHULILNT WITH Hs 

FHONLINT CEFTF SLI LO TWIT 
AowuNs ar¢ws end whos rss 

QSTOBUBIW wT Tou eo t_upm) 
FHEMHMY ouTgZuyg yoRaoIoNs Cw152419 

BOATO)WSHNG TTHOUM COS wS)osrb 5) 
FHOCTIUNT KTFOYOT FH OHH DHL WFIOFlOu 

SHO UM ML Tress ooo wi G)wmip)Geu Gost 
GGGSGL TIM amy DE GHYysHT BSuUUND 

1019 DFFSO BS wi Loh GT Goor 
GwIUMNT FSTUGS’S FlouFLiN7 worioeson w 

Gomiple 7 uTruwess GVH Tov 
DGQMuTH Hy Oro Gey 55OoTH Huy st ourN evs 

whG5ODG wirS)Flou GOT (Mh OT LIT GUT 
DEpOHN® Curagsou NGpSHwW WIFUTS 

OMNFZWSSL Crow hoy Quin Gar 
Meojaned, sort)’ T1SSHSO BWOWWL QUHM Q)55S HDHUYSonLp Otago Gras HHUYSIp 
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Cultural and Community Engagements at the Temple 


Kidambi Raj 


From its humble beginnings, the Richmond Hill temple has made a conscious effort to become an 
active member of the community, in addition to being a spiritual leader for the thousands of Hindus 
in the region. The temple has hosted and been involved in numerous cultural, social, youth and 
greater community events. In fact, the very first event organized by the temple, well before the 
temple structures took shape, was a fund-raising event featuring India’s greatest singer, Smt. M.S. 
Subbalakshmi. In the early years, well-known artistes and speakers have given programs at the 
temple, prominent among them, Sri Thirumuruga Kirupananda Variar. While the temple’s 
engagements and initiatives have been numerous, an attempt has been made here to highlight some 


of the more recent community engagement events. 


le 


N 


The Heritage Council of the Town of Richmond Hill contacted the Temple to join fourteen 
other centres to be part of Doors Open Richmond Hill initiative in 2015. Since then our 
Temple has been participating in Doors Open event. We have welcomed everyone with 
open arms and the number of visitors during these events has been phenomenal. In the 
first year, the number of visitors we received was more than double that in other centres, 
as confirmed by volunteers sent by the Heritage Council to monitor the attendance. These 
events have been an eye opener to the community at-large. Since our participation in Doors 
Open event, the number of requests for touring the temple has been on the increase. During 
this event, we present a taste of South Indian Classical Bharatanatyam Dance, Yoga and 
Meditation demonstrations and also applying Mehndi/Henna to the visitors. Needless to 
say, this has been a great hit with the visitors. 


The taste of Hindu culture presented during the Doors Open events has made our Temple 
as a provider of Bharatantyam performance and providing the Mehndi/Henna application 
to visitors at the Annual Summer BBQs for politicians at all levels. In short, presenting 
these Hindu cultural activities has become synonymous with our temple for the Richmond 
Hill Community. 


The Grade XI Catholic School Students have a mandatory course called “World Religion”, 
where they have to learn the very basics of all the Religions that are being followed in the 
Province and during that academic year they have to visit the places of worship of other 
faith at least once. During each academic year we welcome about 20 to 25 school visits. 
The students are not only given a tour of the temple, but also provided with the Basics on 
Hinduism. This really serves to enable the students to understand the diversity amongst the 
community at-large. 


Once a year, the York Region Police from the “diversity, Equity & Inclusion Bureau” 
comprising of about 15 to 20 Police Officers and about 15 to 20 Civilian employees of all 


MMM 





Nn 
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ethnic background working in various Police Stations visit our temple for a tour and to hear 
a brief talk explaining the Basics of Hinduism to sensitize them of the diversity. 


During the Navaratri festival (September-October), every one of the nine evenings the 
temple arranges various cultural and musical events which include Vocal music, various 
musical instrument performances and South Indian Traditional Bharatanatyam 
performances, all by the younger generation this Indian & Sri Lankan community. 


Yoga Classes held at the Priests Quarters adjacent to the temple every week. 


Dance classes are held at the Priests Quarters. 
Instrument music classes are also held. 


After the main Deities were installed, Pulavar Keeran from South India was invited to give 
a Discourse for Five Days on Hindu Epic “Ramayana” the first year and the following year 
he gave a 5-Day discourse on another Epic “Mahabharatam”’. All to give an insight to the 
Hindus here in Canada about the Rich Heritage of Hinduism. 


Since May 2015, I have undertaken to write an article every month in the publication 
“Monsoon Journal” on activities at the temple. This has provided readers of the publication 
a regular update about the temple and consequently given the temple considerable 
exposure. 
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FLETCHER AND ASSOCIATES 


(Consultants) 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of 
THE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF CANADA 


cordially invite the honourable presence 


(yj pS 
on the Occasion of Signing of 
The Development Agreement for the Construction of 
A Classical Hindu Temple 
at Richmond Hill. 
Venue: The Council Chambers of 
The Town of Richmond Hill 


10266 Yonge Street. 
Date: June 29th 1987 - Monday Time: 7:00 p.m. 


239-7632 
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Cn behalf of 
The Legislative “Assembly of CIntario | 
And as the Whember of FIrovincial FIacliament 
for the Piding of CIak Pidges 
~/ am pleased to commemorate the 

















OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY 
. of | 


GANESHA HINDU TEMPLE’S 
TEMPLE LAND 


Congratulations and personal best wishes to the 
Sivdu Vemple Society of Canada on the C3ccasion of this 
opening ceremony marking your continued growth and development 
as one of our most vibrant religious and cultural communities. 
Thank you for your many ongoing contributions to CIntario. 


Parliament Buildings, Toronto 
April 14, 2007 





FRANK KLEES, MPP 
OAK RIDGES 
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A parfait media publication Monsoon Journal m JANUARY 2016 Se Monsoon Journal ws FEBRUARY 2016 say 


&e Community Watch eS Community Watch 


THE HINDU. TEMPLE SOCIETY OF CANADA 
THE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF CANADA Richmond Hill Ganesha Temple 
ARUDRA DARSANAM 


By: Kidambi Raj in the Tamil month of Margazhi UNIVERSE, it also 
Member, Board of Trustees Ls the existonce of 
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r ital 
uur temple. On this da; SIGNIFICANCE OF Creation, 
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to help them Cosmic dancing form of Lord Shiva the Lord who dances on the 
the difficulties in their lives was born on the day 
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and rejuvenate their powers believed that the power of From the following d 
Lord Shiva is at the nearest to the day starts to get longer 
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DURING THE Jovoteos This day is also believed to be 
ARUDRA DARSANAM? \ numbers to ge significant for the enlightenmen 
On that day 


night on which 















hipped. Nataraja means the 
King of the dance. It is i 
Arudra is the Sanskrit name that the dance of Lor a Darsanam. Out of all the temy 
for the star Thiruvathirai, which represents the motion in the around the world, the temple in 
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the moon is with the Arudra star OF PARTICLES IN THE Ankansa. 





THE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF CANADA 
Richmond Hill Ganesha Temple 


VAIKUNTA EKADASI 












By: Kidambi Raj Fasting on Ekadasi 1« con holier tha bi 

Member, Board of Trustees WHAT IS VAIKUNTA EKADASI & WHEN IS ruligious ot : 
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by: Kidambi Raj trunk of the fire continually from his own body asks and he immediately «aid that opened only once a year on Vaikunta Ekadasi da f ° 
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the 20th day was celebrated as ~ His greatness. The annual finally asked lord Vishnu to find her th 
Gajamuga Samharam “by Lord of reading about Him reminds us husband. Vishnu assured her that he he is dead, So, Shiva 
Ganesha. It is tho killing of the about His greatness and the need to —_will find Him brought his own son and substituted Thus cax 
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world adore Him. Vigneshwara elephant head. It seems there and at the same time Vishnu that any action, in order to prosper eved that » partial or total abstinence ‘Tas ANGAM 
and Pillaiyaar are two of the existed an Asura (demon) with all appeared as a flutist and the must begin with the invoking of rewarded with’b}iassD Seen aan 
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- Compiled by Kidambi Raj Member, Board of Trustees 


2016 ANNUAL Richmond Hill Ganesha Temple 
MURUGAN FESTIVAL | has a New Chief Saivite Priest 
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staried on Sunday, June 26th with an Muruga), and Theertham (Puja for the | P82 been appointed as aNew Chie(Priest Durga Mississauga Devasthanam of the ie) Genesing aseele was = : = 
elaborate Homam and religious rituals Utsaya idols) function in the stream in | *tthe Richmond Hill Ganesha Temple. He Hindu Mission of Mississauga, Ontario. Council of the Town of Richmond Hil o-main highlight being. the lors, Cas , an, K fore In In addition 
performed as per the Agama Sastras, to the front of the temple were performed, | 924 his early training in Agamas in {rom The position came up with the retire 
bring good health and prosperity to all It is needless to say that Thaer festival | * Well-known Hindu Religious Training ment of Sivecharyamani Sri S. Keth- 
the devotees andthe community at large. Is the one festival that Is attended by | institution in Pillaiyar Patti in Sri Lan- ceswara Kurukkal afler a dedicated 
The Kodi Ettram (raising the flag of the few thousands of devotees in their tradi- | K# which is like Harvard in other areas. service of 20 years at this temple, The 

He had worked at the Kannaki Amman devotees wish him all the best in his fu 


Deity), marking the beginning of the tional dazzling dress. Since this year the 
festival was covered in the last issue, In Thaer festival was on a weekend more | Nell in Uralur West Chunnakam in Sri (ure endeavours 
Lanka, He came to Canada four years ago 





July, some of the events thal are eagerly devolces attended and got the blessing 





awaited by 
(Chariot) festival, Mambazhathiru- are given below 


the devotees, like the Thaer of Lord Muruga. Pictures depicting these 

















Marugan Mambazhs Thiruvizha 





Sn www.monsoonjournal.com a 
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The best way to support a community 
is to be a part of It. 


There’s no better place to start making a difference than close to home. 
For that reason, RBC® Bayview and Elgin Mills is actively involved in the 
community through sponsoring the Richmond Hill Hindu Temple. 


Let’s Make Someday Happen” 





® /™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. vps99288 110640 (01/2016) 
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With Our ‘Best Compliments 


for 


‘Richmond till Hindu Temple Raja Gopura ‘Kumbabishekam 








¢ \ 
V y 
\ QI 
SV L 
TAX SERVICES 
Business & Personal Income Tax Consultants 
Tel: 416 754 6600 / 647 294 6000 Fax: 416 754 0306 


Web:uthayatax.com E-mail:info@uthayatax.com 


80C Nashdene Road, Unit 72, Scarborough, ON. M1V 5E4 
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With Our ‘best Compliments 
for 


‘Rkichmond till Hindu Temple Raja Gopura ‘Kumbabishekam 





FINCH WARDEN MEDICAL CLINIC 


Dr. M. Selvanathan Dr. N. Thamotharan Dr. V. Vijayaratnam 
Dr. P. Thalayasingam Dr. K. Jeyalingam Dr. K. Sivakumar 


Tel: 416 496 1990 Fax: 416 496 1984 


6A-3430 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, ON. M1W 2R5 
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With Our ‘best Compliments. 


for 


‘kichmond till Hindu Temple Raja Gopura ‘Kumbabishekam 








Dr. V.1. Lakshmanan & Mrs. Sarada Lakshmanan 
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With ‘best Compliments 





A) ‘e ‘e Committed to building the community. 


Head Office/Showroom: 











5 & 3] Racine Rd., Etobicoke, ON, M9W 222 =A 

Showrooms 4 

Bloor eps 

3267 Bloor $ Toronto, M8X 1£2 fopratcy Sas ard 

Improve Ja's largest home improvement centre) Phone: 416-745-4100 

7250 Keel t, Unit #221, Voughar IN, L4K 178 www, |UCVaa,. corr 
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With ‘Best Compliments 


from 


Canada Selvuamalai Pillayar #lindu Sectety 
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With ‘best Compliments 














Saritha and Radhakrishna Guduru Family 
416 918 7814 
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for 


Richmond till tindu Temple ‘kaya Gopura ‘Kumbabishekam 





Fashion Florist Inc. 
Babu - 416 754 8282 
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